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4666 TO THE | 
i © GONOVFR ABLE T HE HOVSE QF COW | 
OE, #7  wols Aﬀerble inphic Parlmafitof Ext lands * 


7" Xe. 


: ew; uader your nam&tg 
Y preſent wo#the- World ; the hamble and hayr- 
\| ty aeknawlodgement weowe to Almighty Ga, 
L | the Kings Majeſty, the Right Honqurable Porrey, 
Nl and yol-the X' wi hy 206; Couryos, pownnptly 
gt TT: ch ſo14hly | (4 ene, tor tas m 
Send an worthy thir Ie oevs -. toric by your meated for ee pub 

the Remon- like good, * havo/ eaſed our tacky of that illegall burden's 
FF - _ Ship-money, Coat, Candu&-mency, and other military cha 
35 ns Soppreſt ll Lonopolics,Takew aver arbitrary government,the 
& © /[tinatperibns, ovation ® julliren ban. inglſapis | 
"F> and cauſing 20 fiy, ut of the coaſciouſneſſe of their g 
= oo. guiltineffs, Setleda trienniall Parliament -in-ſtcad of a triennig, 
by: T$& wonder of Viſitation, ang provided for the continuince of this,*till all or 
Way... * preivanccs mctoard andredreſſed, andaltevilaberemoyed, which 
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IM 1s of unſpeakable conſequence; becauſe they ſecure a full operatian. 
" of the remedy, and afford a perpetuall ſpring of-remedics for” the 


.".-_. "future. . Pubdow the; High Commiſſion Court, which in four 
reſpeRs (through the abuſe of ſome, and over-ruling of dthers,ws. 
nF made too like the Spaniſh Inquiſition, which ſuſpended, ſileneed, 

"Ix. CS; and quted mo of eolt able and godly Miniſters out of theiple 


© .,* * ©  vibgs thiftecholds/ abd foundid many s whole-fammily-; a Coun, 
ORTY. which indeed at firf wascreaed to ſuppreſſe Papiſts and Popery,, 
*. - as theSpaniſh laquiltion was te curb the blafphemous Jews; but 

PH was naw, as that, turned againſt pious Proteltants; Hype ppt dawn 

2 theStar-chamber; 7 ake» away other Courts, the forges of miſery, 


; 7-6 wits eh ion and violence ;Di/monnied the Cangns that were mauny 
& 4 yay gion and the power of godlinefſe together 
oo with the lats curſed Oath in them; D amnedthe Oath ex officia, by 


x mxcans whergol artured many copſciences-with ftrange que. 
£ # A | rizand fo 3£ | ral felFaccufarions. Frees'Oburch-w: & p. Y | 
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The Epiſtle Didieanriecs. © 


turwereof | ſcapdalous.life,or Authors of Innovations in dofictne: TT 


_—_— -Redwred the Fares by good Laws to their rig 


he menvdcheragye bd and opprediioes of the See-- 
gery —__ T. PRO — of the of the market!  Zhocom- 
of the Subje to receive the orict of Koighthood-againſt 


k will, or paying fines ter refulall. Recaied thobanithed Exiles 
Cn I ee Ee 
< a lnppy peaco nj us and our. Net -Nation, 
tho malignant Enemics ef both, end; to1mbroile in 
givlyyars uy arc grieve, yea which is worſe, of Proteſtams 
Proteltams, one ſaryant againſt meg and one bruther + 
till bath were conlumed.0 pra the Preſſe bor 
good! 2nd profitable labours {ig the goidlly; Awi 
and pamphlets tending ta reconcileus and Rams, 
Rn truth z5,to rar engp yon us to Rome, Order for 
banijboyg Romub. x ay: Unngtp wy 
wo SECIS Goring the 


ſuother Ats hs "Dr the removing and puniſbing ——_— COr- 
mptand malgoavt Clergy-men and bad guides; Asd | 

CSAckaetot the maintenance of godly ond painfull Minifters, . - 

i which there hath heen an happy Lo_ made already, wher- 


you bgve reficfhed the bowels of us, and the ſoules of 
we of prople, bleed be God and youſar its tar 
| 4; and.) pork SS po 6. yes ' 
4 vt _ ys  —_— pacty-intheir 
ts Gin Et 
a A WA nichy 
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The Epiſtle Dedicaterie.. 


om —_ —— 
Foug A 


nics, Opened 3 C 
to Which God and man hach-ſzt them apartzſo chu many thouſands 
may hcare the j ſoand againe in their cares, who were 

of ſich bleſſ-d-filver Trumpets, inſtead whereof they had but 
Rams hatnes, (:02 good a compariſop for many of them) which, 
maygy'tints ſounded” as terrible an- alarum in their -carcs, as. 
ſometimes did to them of Tericho. Tow bave procured; from Hig 
) . Royall Majdty a Monthly Faſt, publith:d by His Majeſties Protla- 
mation, inwhich hke the New Moones Pat or Feaſt of Trumpets, 

the filver Trampets of the word- are ſounded, 221 the fGerifice 
praycr and praitc are offzred up unto God, Your great care forthe- 
fafcty and peace of the Kingdome, For the relicte ofnow-gaſping 
| Jreland, For ſapply for our Armics, Ordizaxce for ſeeuri i 
_ the Þ = great _—_ ute are. Ns | that- 

may not be imployed agaialt, but for t :que goods 

Binweredig. | 7% 2athfordiſcorcring of Napilts, a very.neccflary inſtrument} 
redfor the ego oed nb -  nyE—— we 
_  Rigbreomgal- 11g, W agreat me reducing 
tewſet provided yyblike encmies to due ellnes or juſtice, and ſccling an happy 


et * © : 

bly. of grave, learnedand-godly Divines, in whoſe good (though 
—_— an yer le) proceediogs we much rejpyce, Tour indeavonts to 
 denc of lyos fſupprefc crronious opinions teading to Iibertanifme, which we 
for Daniels,b> humbly: defire may be more vi proſecuted before it b: too 

u// bey ; | . . . 
be lars AS The: happy concarrence. ofthe Right Noble Peers, with the 
Es fo boſe frtbtulnct-y God. thei King and Conntr, (whim 
" | dings, ithfulncſſe ta God, their King a | 
- | Geferted che Pablike 
*-® becauſe they Cauſe, thetr truſt, and confeiences) makes you ſs much more ho- 
J mg 114, hourable in the cycs and hearts of alt the godly 3nd well affe&ted in 
=—_— Gong. Al the 3-Kingdomes, I may ſay in all Europe, and them moroiof- 


moust0 
ſoares, 
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y for godly Miniſters to exerciſe their miniſtery,” | 


jor = he's peace with truth in-thisand the other Kingdome. Caltd a» A ſſen-. 
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ithfull and cordiall with this 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie., 


_ by your hokere Hoſe wes ck —_—_ 
* tous by H 23.co bri aine all 
hart to-worlhip the Lord their God in /er=/alem, whe ware too 
E > rupee Captain and turning back again into my» | 
Real Eyipe,which Covenant gave theriſe tothis enſuing plaioe, +*T%;, was 
anpolliſed diſcourſe *:(firtedand intended only for a As publiſhed for- 
ditory, where it is a commendation to ſpeake in the melt plain and meriy with che 
yulgar terms)-which-in-all humility I preſentunto you(worthy Byiltle,and 
Patriots) not as Patrons, for if itbe thetrath of God, as I truſt it js, 227 che re- 
heisthe Patron of it and will defend it : if any crroarbe found init, 32 of ſome, 
Fdiſchim it, and think-the work it felt too flenderly performed,for tered in the 6. 
{> judicious perſons as you arc known. tobe, but only, as his hands piltle chiefly, 
hull of water to a great ® Prince, the widdowes mit goaty Hons ſuan,er. 
hair,3 a teſtimony of myhumble obſervance and thankfall acknows '*7* Poſumbe- 
of the unwearied labonrs, continmll- care and zcalous — 
ofthe Noble Peeres and jour ſelves (who ſtill-contioue +\,11.crms, 
cnt Parliament) for thepublick 
hood, as alſo for the particular favour of divers worthy Mcabers. 
of your 
' And ſwrely if you go on withall good ſpeed to procute and adde 
tHheſethings to all - reſt, whichare humbly deſired, viz, To pro- 
vide for the comfortable ſabſiſtance of thoſe godly,paincfull orthe- 
dox Miniſters, who lye under much diſcouragement' and diſtrati- 
6n through a miſcrable incompetency, And Provide, That Pricits 
md Jcſuits be quite baniſhed the Land, «Ladrhat { burch P apifts 
ou moſt dangerous caemics and underminers of Church and 
ate) may be diſcovered by the late' Oath in your ordinances for 
Sequeſtrations. 4»1alſ> all other ſuſpefted perſons, And that the 
Lawesbe duly executed ypon Papiſts, That Notorione offenders in 
Church and Common-wealth u hatfoever they be,cſpecially wic- 
ked Counſclloars and deſperate oppdAtcs to the Parliament, (the 
Achars that hinder the indeayours of Fo/bue and I rac, the great 
Remora tothe publike undertakings, and the great cloud that bides 
the face of God from-us) be ily tried, cenfared and punifhed 
cording tothe qualirtie of their crimes ; for what faccef{: can be 
expected fo long as the Achers live ?*T hat Idalatry and Smper ſtitien, 
wecully the abominable Mal: be totally rooted ont of this Ki 


Houſe towards my ſelfe. - 


4 | 
_"<ot kn youhare in part doo beſt bo God ; For whatpoucors nope, 82 
_ "og as the whoredomes em Temes in this\Land; The vl.s.20, 204. 

| 1,the raiſcrs and fomenters obche great troubles and 18.5, * + 
: - at ; 
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fi ome Kingdom, tlachoboncf Wn noun 


_ Pom op Do Che 


hoſe conditioriis yerp 


— Tyrdily releived with an ample apply, bak here, as here, the load 


pcac | 
co of Parliament, the lawtull Rig and 


Placed 
el ſeured by men, and do trading quickned, to! thy 
* | + #Þhief VETS languiſh grexly uadermuang 
By © 5, | Thar, odtwnty be put into the Mhioiftery: or bs to plates tint 
uh - tho Miniſteryiorio he Militizof the Kingdom,or any other places 
d. - © 'ofthuſt, but tuchasdo willinglytake the late ſolemne League ang 
- Corcnant, i fomec have made no-couſticnceof violating tha 
"  :faldancoblied on: That the effed wark of Reformation, with | 

hu pt 0p ct ke Toe a CEN 
proviſion may be kept tror: >eing polluted by aaworthy Us 

all Zoner ant perſons be for their ſoules gaod 
=cacn thegraunds of the-true Proteſtant Religion, Snihhecy 
4aith one ataining all the fundaturntals of trav 
aft Faith and Obadience week -tnade; which ywotld be of 
and good' aſc; i: Fer your grave wildom with the a regs" 
tkiwnoed nd godly, Divines Aſſembled, would be pleaſed with a 
iconrenicat{pecd to provite, that the people might havc aſure 
© walk by'in their worſhip ef G6d,accotding tothe word of 
*hattheir-nyods may be ſatled and conſciences guieted —_ 
tull obedience, which would bea great inducemcat to many -tþ 
Joyne with us, who otherwiſe, I'feare, will hardly ever be perl 
ded, That the of diftnb, ſcandalous and Malignant Clagy 
ancn may beAptcdily and thorowly procecded againſt, and godly 
and learned orthodox men placed in their r6omes, And that 
:wiſdome would think of ws wood way for the admiteng 
ly and | men(who have prepared f ves 
ae wry f oa MirNery T bat the /ax Ordinances& 
i , whoredary'and prophanationeft 
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« That diftre 
K- . muchtabe. lamented, eſpecially fince _—_— horrid Cedſnionds | 
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Lords day (crying: finhes, With which the land- tilled, 4 
aid nodes which it mourneth) be dalyand Lg inc ew 4 
nJby ppomeng and naolag ſpeciall Othcers therwats, hy \ 
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20-1643 aud part: 
aeres Se&tr,Schiſm&s. and nog 
doarincaa&the power of gad 
aeand difobcdicnee ta God == ——_ 
20 be moreattivo 8 follow 


The our Armics 
which 


A Cont Tho 
res thn rogue Execution 
te be rent ter rovm2s 

c 


a 
tefuppreſieds- eo alredy 
wi _ may beſt comtianed... 


"Al which 7 mention net to fhaw you wharto dc imp 
hilly to your bumble fervant , but- i all humility 29; evur-an 
Tenn whatisby many thouſands beunilp.detred delmidn- 


od, according as in your pious and deep. unifdom, (hall fee 

tatherblice piety, trus Chiſhan and po- 

be fwely wil complcar the blefſe$ work of Reformation 

begung make this a-moſt flouriſhing Churctrand State, amiable ro 

wGed, glorious to our friends, texrible.to aw enzmics, an make 
Jouand your Polteritics renowned while thisis a Nationg> -: 

decavſr'your diffiauticsde very. many ankgreat; therefure 


Kc word of encourag2ment from hia who greatly houours-. 


74.,20d duty 1 tis ax _ Fecials, to. 
yeE* wal 
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"The Ep ofeanes 


on your P"_ 
itick, yet God, your hoſe workyou are about, is —_ 
| and wiſer then t all, and one _7arebcan do morc with God 
OP you, then 400, Edewites can do againſt you, And our cno- 


= ew ics ſhould prevaile yet ten times * more yet caſt not of your con- 
| [© Seemy View fidence in God, but remember that when we arc loweſt, then arc 
-* Teague,p 5, «We neereſt deliverance, and when our cnemics archi then 
Kc. are they pending rg And Hononred Wortbies you have found 
God. Conf along withyou, ſo ſcattering your cnemics, and furthe- 
is-worke, cycn byabeir wicked plots and itions, that 
youtbninow greatly dishonour God and the cauſe, if you ſhould 
tod In yok en CO > perfeRing 

afth the lon long deſired work of Reformationin its due time, 
-only if Religion and the worſhip of God, and the diſcipline of.Jc- 
dus Chriſt be firſtdetled, evills how _" focrer will va- 


.niſh away, till ome" nr Fon mes 
- - 4t 12rrme, it is not poſſibleit bedoneina rice, the greav 
.nefſe and exatnefſe of the work, the great deale ot rubbiſb'mn. the 
pre mam wretched perſons and things ; and the grat 
poſitions which- and good works mect with, walt of neces 
gem the Jlong.. #herefore, Noble Senators, arme your 
3 More rmTae tun. "ra look as work 
By = one <yc,'ſo at Gods glory and the publick good and\opor 
: .Gods power, wiſdotts, goodnaſſe, promilc, and fairhfallneſſe wit 
theather, not the perſon and facc of aoy, but Julticc,Gods 
Slay and the Publike good, and doubt not of a fa dcfired adhue indie 
ES EE 
A powcr,and to the ing) 
.afl mcans-lawfull to maintain and defend the true reformed Drotes | 
Nant Religion,againſt all Popery andPopiſh Innovations,the Ki 
Majcltics Perſon and Royall Poſtcrity and Legall Authority, 
wer and Priviledges of Parliament, together with thcir perfont 
ma all their juſt and good proceedings, the the Jawfall Rights and Li } 
:berties of the Subjc&s,8c. And endeavour the Reformation of Rev 
ligion,&c, according toour late ſolemn league andCovenant 
Fhecncmies of God, the King and State, and (hall cull dcarhiremain 


; VourdeilyNeatour at the Throneol Gr * 
FED . , Tao: MoCn Tel JL 8 
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THE 


Nationall Cov enant 


Dzur. 29. 9. 


Keep therefore the words of this Covenant , and ds 
them, that ye may proſper in all that ye do; 


H-1c words of Moſes from God,roth: propleof 
Ijrael, contain a fturcher.realun of the exhorta« 
tion delivered in rhe former Chapter , of per- 
torming Obedience ro (3ods Commandments ; 
which Reaſon or Argument is two-fold ; Firtt, 

| | From the conſideration of Gods great and 
wonderfull mercies and benefirs vouchlafed unto them, in their 
deliverance out of A:zypt , ver, 2. 3.4. In their Journey in the 
Wild-rnefle, v. 5, 6. and in the confines of ch: promiſed Land, 

*v.7, 8. Secondly, from their Faith glyen, or promiſe of Obe. 
dience made unto God, incimarted in the word, Covenant,in this 
verſe : [pon theſe rwo Grounds, Gods goodnefle ro them » and 
their promiſe rohim, 12 ſes doth in this Chaprer preſſe them to 
Obedience in theſe words 

Keep therefore the words of this Covenant, and do them, 

The words of this Covenant , is the Articles and Conditions - 
which the people were, by vertue of this Covenant, bound ro 
perform unto God, This Covenant, that is , That Covenant 
which the people of Iſrae!, by Gods appointment, made with 
Godin th Land of Aab, ver; 1, which is there ſaid to be ano- 
ther Covenant, beſide, or differing from that which he made with 

"them in Horeb, ou Mount $1n33, where the Covenant was given, 

vl od, 
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The Nationall Cov k 


DoTr.. 


Exod, 20, not in ſubſtance (for ſo it is the ſame with that) bur in 
ceſpe& of the perſons with whomyecven all thoſe of ſrae! who 
were ther» wnborn or unfic to enter into Covenant with God, 
v.14,15.And 2, In reſpeR of theplace,this being neer the border 
of Canaam, in the Country ow the out-fide of Fordan, And 
thirdly, In reſpet of the manner of revealing Chyilt, who is. in 
this mpeg Cer revealed then on; Mount Sinai. 

| ; Loi Poinzs of DoRrine naturally arifing from 
theſe words. aretwo, viz. 

I. That 2 Covenant, once made, muſt be faithfully obſerved, Or, 
Covenanterr muſt keep rouch with God. 

2, That this 1s the way to proſper : Os, Obedience is the way to true 
Pro uy, 

; DAT which here I interns to in{i(t upon, 
and ſhall includecheother in the macives ro this poine : In hand- 
ling of which, the Rales of Methad do require that I do (hw 
you, before T.oome to Application, 

I, What «Covenant is, aud the hindes of it. 

2, What is is to heep Covenant with God, 

3. Hom is muſt he obſerved, 

4» The proof aud grounds of this Dry. 

For the firſs. A Covenant ( to go ic ro the preſent pur- 

a 


poſe) is a ſolemn promiſe ; wher man doth engage himſelf 
to — ge that Obedience unto God required in his 
Word, by ftrengeh fron Jefus Chriſt. | 


1. 1 call it a promiſe , Becaaſe the party Covenaniing, dow 
promiſe unto God Obedience, | 

2, Icall it « ſolenw promiſe, Becauſe it isordimarily made wit 
fmeomwanrd folemnity : Of this outward folemniry (which is 
for che greater ratification of ic) we finde divers forms in the f@- 
cred Scripture ; Sometimes by Sacrifice, as a Seabof the Co- 
venant with God, fo Pſzl, 50,5. Semerirecs with ſubſcribingof 
hands, as Tſai. 44. 5, Sometimes by ſealing it alſo, as Nebems, 94. 
38. Sometimes by an Oath, #s in this Chapter, verſ. 12. and 
2 Cbron, 15.12.15. Sometimes with 2n Oath and a Curſe, fo 
Nebem, 10.29- All formes binde firmly, only ſome in a greater- 
degree, and ay a ftronger tye upon the Gut, then ſome others 
do, $0 that to break eirher, maſt be diſhoneſt and damnable. Y 

3: 


+a 1. 
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_ The National! Covenant. 


2. Ic was added, whereby a man deth engage bimſelf to God, for 
itlays atrong band and engagemeat on the ſoul, yon have the 
phaſe, Fere, 30,21, Whow this that engaged bh beart to approach 
wato me, ſaith the Lord. 

4. T operform unto God (viz, in reſpeR of fincere endeavour ) 
þl the obedience wbich God an bus Word requireth of bins ; fot other- 
wiſe, it is as good as nothing, to binde our ſelves roobeyGod in 
' ſomcthings, and in otherſome, co take liberty ro our ſelves, to 

tran at our pleaſure, Ir is uaivera)l obedience that God 
requirech, Dext.5-33« 

5. Laſtly, It was added in the deſcription, &y ſtrength from 
Chriſt, or in the name of Chriſt, &c, All our abilicy is from him, 
and without bim we can do notbing, that is, eruly good and accrp- 


table unco God, ParF, uh 
" Niwtberem 4 ovenant, Nerfonall, and National, 
ſonal is that which is and ſcaled in Baptiſm, and 
rented in the Lords Supper. The Articles whereof, are theſe 
two; 1 Faith in God through our Lord Jeſus Chrift ; And 2, 
Obedience to kis Cqmmandments (the lammeof which, is con- 
tained in the , or ten ) as afruic 
bf chat our Faithin National is, when a whole Nation, 
atleaſt ch: generalicy , dochas engage themſelves ro the Lotd, 
and ſuch is che Proteſtarion lately raken. Thas mach of rhe firſt 
gg propornded, now of 
ſecind, Woet it i« to keep Covenant, and wherein it con- 
Joe. 
FE bg Cor wich Gal is 10 imbrace and obſerve his Com- 
mandinents, and chat nuaſt be done inwardly and outwardly, 
and{o by che whole Man. 
lewardiy, rhe Covenant is laid hold on, andobſerved, 
I, Intbe minde, by knowing, and belervierg theme. 
_ Firft, By knowing the minde and will of God, and what he 
aires of us in his Word, whichis the Book of the Covenant, 
Exed,24.7. containing the Articles or.Condirions of the Cove= 
vant on both des, what wemuſt expe& from God, and whart 
we maſt pectorm amo him, which are nded by Moſes 
the Mediarour, and afſented to by rhe nl Exod.19. and a 
Copy ot them tais Wrieten delivered to the people, Exod, 20, 
"= | A 2 Secondly, 


Per. 
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The Nationall Covenant. 
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Secondly, By Faith beleeving his Word, reſting on his pro- 

miſes; Fer though Faith (being an affance or fiduciall reſting 
on the promiſeot life) be an at of the will and heart, as well 
asof theminde; yer I place it here , becauſe it hath ics originall 
the affſent, inthe minde, underſtanding and giving affent ro the 
promiſe,as true and good. 
* 2. Inthe memory it conſiſts, by retaining in minde, what the 
Lord requires of us, and what we muſt perform umto him ; for 
wecannor keepour Covenant with God, unleffe we both know, 
remember, and bear in minde,the Articles and Conditions which 
weare toobſerve. 

3. In our wills by imbracing of bis Covenant ;, that is, freely, 
willingly, and heartily, making choice of God to be our God ia 
Chriſt, eur Father, and Soveraign Lord , and imbracing theſe 
Conditions, upon which he is pleaicd to accept of us, ro be his 
peculiar people ; and which we engage our felves to obſerve, and 
ro our po wer, p:rformuneo him, as moſt holy, juſt, and 
not only.good andrighr in themſelves, bur good ro us alfo, an 
all thoſe that in conſcience do obſerve them, Rom.7. 12, 

4+ In our affeions;welay hold onthe Covenant, 2nd keep ir, 
when wedo notonelypaſſenetothe conditions of the Covenant, 
embrace them, and refolve to obſcrve them toonr power, but do 
it ont of love to the Commandmens, foying and rejoycing il 
this Covenant with the Prophet, Fer. r5. 16. de/ighting in it, 
tearing to break it, caring to obſerve it according ro our promiſe 
and bounden dury, Thus we nut embrace and keep the Cove- 
nant in our inward man,viz, In the mind,by knowing and belie- 
ving it; in our memory. by retaining it, and meditating on it ; 
in our wills, by embracing the conditions of it, freely and wil< 
lingly, as juſt and good ; and in our affe&iong, by loving, joy* 
ing, delighting in ir, &c, 

Outwardly alſo, By obeying his Commandments by a hearty 
endeavour, in the whele courſe ef our lives to obfe:rve and do 
them, Nebem, 10. 29. Tbey clxve totbeir bretbren , their Nobles ( as 
if you ſhauld fay , The Parliament-men) ——to wa'k in Gods 
Law— and to obſerve and. do all the Commanahytents of the Lord 
and bis Judgements and bis Statutes, This isMe ſecond, 

Thirdly, How we muſt keep Covenant with God ; for the mannier 


and. 
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and extent of cur Obedience, viz, 1, Wil/ingly and beartily, do 
every dury, every ſervice we do unte God frem che heart, with 
arcady mind,as unto the Lord,as Foſeab did, who made 4 Covenant 
before the Lord,to walk after the Lord, and to keep bis Commandments, 
and his Teſtimonies, and bis Statutes, with all bis beart, and with 
all bis ſoul, 2 Chron, 34. 31. Itis certain, That inevery gocd atti- 
on there is tantym bonitats quantum voluntatislo much gy odneffe 
as there is willingnefle and hearty affeicn ; therefore it is, thar 
in every ſervice God calls for the heart , Prov. 23. 26, My ſonne, 
give me thine beart, without which, all our ferviccs are bur hy 
critical], and the moſt plentifull exprefſicns of Obedience little 
reg ded by the Almighty, Cod is a fpirit,endrtherefore looks on 
the ipirics of men, and will be worſhipped in ſpirit and erath, 
Job, 4, 24, 

2. Unverſally, In all thingggas well in-one thing, as in ano» 
ther ; we may not obſerve fome things ,' and omirorhers at our 
pleaſure, tor any worldly profits , p efterment , or other refpe& 
whatſoever. Dewr. 5, 32,33. Te ſball obſerve to do as the Lord ymr 
Gud bath commanded you , Tw ſpall not turn afide , to the right band 
or to the left, Te ſhall walk in all the wayes which the Lord your God 
bath commanded you. that ye may live. &>2, Fs 

3. Conſtantly, Alwayes: To this we areexhorted , encoura- 
ged, commanded, Rev. 2. 10, Be thou faitbfull to the deatb , and 1 ' 
will give thee « Cropon of life, Gal.6. 9, Be not weary of well-as. 
ing; to begin well, and atterward ro tall c again, is fearful! ; 
what is it elſe bur to return with the dog to his vomir, and with 
the Swine ro the wallowing in the mire : betrer for ſuch a man 
that he had never known the way of righteouſnelle, then after he 
hath known ir, ro turn from the holy Commandment delivered 
unto him, 2 Pet.2.21,22. Better it is that the ſbou!dſt not voro (he 
there ſpeaks of things Arbitrary, and nor ſuch as are commanded 
and neceflary) tben tbat thow ſbonldſt vow, and nt pzy it, Thisfor 
the Manner. Now 

Fourthly ,come we to the Groznds and Reaſons why we muſt, ha- 
ving once entred into Covenant with God, be carefull conftanc- 
ly to obſerve and * 2 And they are thels, and the like : 


I, The Comman: vd , which-is-very clear and full inthe. 
Text; See alſo Ter, 1 (6. Hear ye the words of this Covenant, and 
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do them, Dent, 4.23 Saith Moſes to 1jrael trom God, Take beed 
* your ſciver, leſt ye forget the Covenant of tbe Lord ywer God , which 
he bath made with you, Pſal. 50. 15. Pay thy vows vents the moſt 
bigh, Eccleſ. 5. 4. #hen thou vexveſt a vow unto God, drfer nat #6 
pay 22, for be b uh no pleaſure in fools ;p v5 that which then baſt vowed, 
In theſe exo laſt places it is ſpoken chiefly, if not onely, of vows 
made of things voluntary and Arbitrary , that was inthe power 
of him that yvowerth, before he vowed, to vdw or not vow them 
unto the Lord ; yet being once vowed, th: vow muſt be kept : 
And if this binde in rhiogs Arbirrary » how much moreia 
neceſlary, and otherwiſe commanded ? Alſo full tothis purpoſes 
thar, Dent, 4.6, 40, andy, 1, 2.32, 33 and6, 1, andin very ma 
ny other places, - 
Now we all ought co makeconſcience of the commandof God, 
end carefully to obferve and do icgtn reipett of ane relation anto 
him,anddependanee upon kim,borh eſſendo &'oper auds,tm vat be. 
ing,eQions,and well being; which is wholly on him : He pave ns 
a Being, when we had none; contiaueth that being, and the com» 
forrs of it, we do enjoy; andredeemed us, when we were work 
then nothing, undone and loft for ever- | 
* Quiajam ve» 2, We fbould keep Covenant with God, becauſe of that ſolenm * bed 
—_ woo a4 tye that lieth upon our fouls, whereby we have engaged our 
1m 1, ſelves to God, to be his, and @nely his for ever, ro fear him and 
licet. Aug. in ferve him for ever,Nemb. 30. 2. If a man vow a vow untothe Lord, 
'Ep, ad Armen. or ſwear an oath to binde by ſoul with abond, evcry oath, every yow 
bindes th: fonl, layes a ftrong bond or engagement on it. Jf it be 
but a mans Covenant,no man may diſarmull it Gairh the Apoſtle,Gul. 
* 3.15. viz. By reaſon of the trong bond or tyeir laycth on the 
ſon] : How much greater, think you, is thetye and engagement 
which the Covenant of God layerh on the ſoul ? 
3. We muſt keep Covenant with God, that we may be bike unto God, 
28 we are exhorted ro be, Bpbeſ. 5.1.28 in all ocher things,ſo in this 
we muſt ſtrive to imitate and follow God , tobe like unto him: 
Now concerning God we reade, That he is faichſull in keeping 
Covenant with us, Dewt. 7.9 The Lord thy God us tle farthfall God, 
that keepeth Covenant and mercy with them tbat love bim, and keep bit 
Commandments. Pſal, r 11,54, He tsever mindefwll of bis Covenant; 
as he promiſes, Hoſc2.1 g,20, I will betrotb thee unto me —_ 
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| ſaiththe Lord God, Surely in the place where the King dwellah that made 


ſoull fraoke rgainft that man ; and all the curſes that are written in this 


The Nationsll Covenant. - 
Therefore fince God is fairhfull in keeping Covenant wichus, we 
maſt b- faichfull ict keeping Covenant with God, that we may be ( as 
aur dury is) like unto our heavenly Father, and rheceby may approve 
adr {elves to be the children of God. 

4, Fur this end we enter into Covenant with God at Bptiſm, renew it at 
the Lords Supper , and ſome other times , that we might keep kis Stames, 

\ , and Commandments, God rcquires this, aud weulcic 

ptly, as a helpi:o further ugin our Obedlence ro God: weac ;ll 
naturally very Backward, and apt to rake any oceafion ta negleR our 
duty ef obediencero Gad,and therfore do promiſe and btnd ou: felves, 
thereby to tielp and further us in our duty,as we uſe ro binde men, to 
brivg chem iace bond, who are apt to break promiſe : It we be co deal 
with an unfaichfull perſon that is liketo play faſt and loeſe , ro deny 
his promiſe, and fliefram his word, we uſe roger him into bonds, and 
then we think all is ſareenongh, | 

$, Breach of Covenant God accaunts a great ſinae, and mill ſeverely pite 
njſh it, therefore wpe ſbou!d keep Conenanz with Ged,, 

LHe accounts breach of Covenant 4 great ſiz,though it be of eovenanc 
only berwixt man and man , aad reckoneth ir among thz great fins 
of the Gentiles, That they were Covenant-breakers, Rome 1. 31, ſal, 
55+ 20.2 Tim, 3. 3. what isic then co brea« Covenant wich God ? 

2+ And as Godaccounts ir a great ſin, fo be will ſevere! p:uiſh it, So 
he threamed, Gen,1 7.14. The wacircumciſed man-childe, whoſe fleſh in 
bis forehead is mot circumciſed , that ſoul ſba!l be cut off from bis people ; 
mark the reaſon, He bath breken my Covenant, faith God. Levit. 26.15, 
16,17. Saith God, If ye ſhell deſpiſe my Staines — ſo that y: willnot do 
« | my Commundments, but that ye break my Covenant , I wil! even «point 
over you terrour, conſumption, and the burning + Ague — 414d Twill.(ts 
my face againſt you, and ye (pl he ſlain by your encmier — Ezch 17.15, 
16. faithGod of Z:dekiab, Shall he proſper ? Sbal! be eſcape that duth 
ſuchthings ? Or ſhall be break the Covenant, and be delivered ? As 1 live, 


biz king, whoſe O 1th be deſpiſed, and whoſe Covenant be brake , even with 
bing, in the midſt of Babylop ſpl be die : A grievous carſe is threatned 
_—_— fin, Jer. 14.2,3, Hear ye the words of this Covenant——- 

ſatah the Lard God of Tjrael, Curſed be the man that obeyet not the 
wandr of thir Covenant ; yea, many curſes, Deut, 29, 20, 21-25; The 
Lard will not ſpare him , luet then the anger of the Lord, and big jealouſie 


bak 


\ 
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book , ſhall tie upon bint , nw rd ſball blot ont bis name fram under 

bexven ; and the Lord ball ſeparate him to evill , ont of all the Triberof 
Iſrael, according to all the cn#fer of the Covenant that are written in this 
Lock of the Law——Mark the grand reaſon of all this'fi-rce angerof F- 
the |.ord againſt ſach, verſ. 25 . Becarſe they Faye forſaken 1he Coventin; Þ 9M. 
of #e'Lord God of their fatbers, + | "4 

For breaking of Covenant, God cauſed Ach and a!l his to he flo. 
ned and burnt in the fire, pſp. 7.11. 15, and all Eiracl ſuffered with' 
him; they conld not ſtand before their enemics, but were ruurzd and 
ſmicren before th-m. "For this very thing, Sanls breaking rhe Covenant 
made' with the Gibjoniter, though long before his rime, God puniſhed” 
all Tirzel-with three yeers famine ; and in the end, with the dearh of 6.” 
ven of Sul; ſons,2$2m.21,therefore alſo God rentthe Kingdom from: 
$5/0m:en, and gave ren Tribes to his ſervant Teroboam, 1 Kive. 11 11, 

A'l theſe things give weig! 8 10tbis duty, and the point in hand, Thyy' 
we have ſeen it opened what a Covenant is, what itisto keepit, and 
how : Alfothe point or dury cleerly proved , Thar a Covenant once 
made my not be broken, but muſt be carefully kepr, Thus of a Co- 
venant in-gererall : | 

Now (with the good leave of the great Aﬀerrbly ) I will here cake” 
occ:hton to ſpeak ſomerbing concerning our Nutionall Covenant, 
Vow,or Preuteltation in particular : And here I will firſt fer downthe , 
Proteſtaticn , pruJen:ly commenced ro us by the Honorable Hunſs, 
j1 th{: words ; 


A.B, Dain the p!efence of Almighty God, pzomiſe,vow,andpzo-- | 
teft, to maintain and defend, as far as lawfully J may,with mylite, . 
power, and eſfate, the true refozmed —— Reltgton erpzeſſedin 
the Doctrine of the Churchof England, againſt all Poperp and 
Jnnovations within this Realm,confrary to the ſame ; 
arco2ding to the duty of my Allegtance, Vis Pajeſties Rpyall Pers 
ſon, Pononr,anwd Eſtate: As alſo the Power and P2i of Par- 
liaments; the lawfull Rights and Liberties of the @nbjecs, and eve- 
rp perſon that maketh this P2oteſtation, in whatſocver he (hall doin 
the lawfu'l purſuance of the fame. Andto my power , and as far as 
lawfullyJ inav, J will oppoſe, and by all good wayes and means en- 
beavonr fo bing to condigne prmiſhment all ſuch as ſhall cither by . 
fo2te,practice,connſels,plots,conſpiractes, o2 otherwiſe, doany to 
the cntrary,of any thing in this p2eſent P2oteſtatton contained. And © 
farther that J hal in all jaft and honozable ways ente.:voz to preſerbs | | 
the umi9n and peace betwirt the thzee Kingdoms of England, Scottand, 
and 1:cland; Andneltyer foz hope, fear,noz of her reſpoc,ſhall re bye 
this Pzomiſe, Tow and Pzoteltation, m_ 
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+ Teaching this Nationall Covenant or Proteltation, we may 


here obſerve and conſider, 

” - I. What we here promiſe, and vow to maintaine, and fo 
+ -- what we here renounce. | wel 2 

+ 2. What it isto maintainc agd defend the true Proteſtant 
F Religion. 


" - 3. Why&for whatcnds, weecntred intothis Proteſtation. 
.,* 4, How far this promiſc and Proteftation doth bind as. 
Firſt, hat we here promiſe, vow and proteſ, viz. divers things, 
hich 1 conceive are in number 7, And the 
\.» Firſt; « to maintaine and defend With our lives, poWer and eftate, 
| true Refozmed Pzoteſtant Religion, erpzeſſod in the 
| ors ofthe Church of England, againſt all Popery and 
'Junobations , within this Realme, contrary to the 
kms Doctrine. I will not ſet downe the principall DoQrines 


. | efthetruc reformed Proteſtant Religion, and the Anti.Prote- 


fit or Popiſh Dofrines and Innovations, which we here pro- 

tclt agai ; 

WY | 

Wſlonid with our liver, poWer and eftatesr, muintame and defend 

| trnerefo2zmed P3otkeſtant Religton i che general, and conſe- 
every particular branch and part of it againſt ail Popery 

and Jnnobations, «7d every part and parcel of Popery, 

adtheyare theſe: 

\n I Becauſe God hath commanded it, and every one ought to 


5 make confeience of the commands of God, and to his uttermolt 


power obſerve and keep them, ]Jv pn v.z. /t was needfull for me 
fo Write wnto you, and exbort you, that ye ſhonld carneftly contend 
| frthe faith, viz.the Dodrine of faith, which was once delivered 
nike Saintr:: Not only contend, but contend carneftly, with 
Mvchemency and intention of ſpirit, with all our might. To 
| Uhispurpoſe alſo is that 6f the Apoſtle to 7 worby, 2 Tim.1, 13. 

Hold faſt the forme of ſound Words Which thx haſt heard of we, and 
| 1Cor,16.13. Stand fait in the faith, that is, both in the doQrine 
' aigaceof faith. And no lefle is preſſed on us, Levit.18.4,5. 


=” 4.40- andy, 32,33. and 6.3,17. and in very many other 


places, Te foal keep my ſtatutes, my indgements, my ordinances, 


| commantemrns. And if we canng without drawing 


C guilt 
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will _ ſet downe ſome Arguments and Reaſons, 'why 0a1b,&c. 
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gailt on ourfoules breake the lawfull, ju't and good comma 
of ſaperiours, how much leſſe may . we tbreake. the right 
hwes af Gud. ; 2: hn | | ks N d 

2, Onr eternal ſalvation bnilt ' pon tha. There is'no othe & 
Religign, no-other way'st :m2ancs in the-world by which we: 
can be ſaved, As 4.12. 1 Cor,15.9, By which atſo ye &* ſavel 
if ye kzep' in menrry (or. hold fait) what. / preached wnto.you. WIRES 
we deoy, renounee, orforfake this, never looke to goe te HewÞp? 
ven,never hops to fee rhe face of God with-joy.” 1 1% 3 TB. 

3. Gods glory 14. greatly. promoted un atvanced hereby, as by 
the denyalt of the true faith or Religion, beis greatlydiſhoboy- 
red, it confirmes others in their idolatrous, falſe or ſaperſtizioug 

' wayes, and open« the mouths of the adyerſariesand wickedm F 
toſpeakeevill ef, and blaſaheme the truth and good: waycstf 
God. 20% 'F_ 425d 

4. T he trae reformed Proteſtant Religion it the bad1e of the'tnm | | 
Chriſtian, and trac ſcrvants of God, their Ziuety and: C 
fſance whereby they are diltinguiſhed from all Idolaters, P; 
Mahumetans, Papifts and Jewes that ſtill cleave tothe Malt 
'call'Rights, long ſinec aboliſhed: by Chrift : Yea, by the (nicete 
embracing and profefli>n hercof,th= true Chriſtians and ſervants 
of God are diſtinguiſhed from all hypocrites. Wy. 
 '5+ The Goffiel{(upon which the true reformed ProteſtantReli 
gion, which we profefſe,and is cſtabliſhed as the publick-dodi 
of this Churchof. £ng/ang, is undoubtedly built) yas coifirmel 
by many miracles from Heaven and truly divine, Look thre 
thenthols Book of Go1,and ſee how many divine Ratificatiay 
there have been of the Goſpell, and conſequently of the trueRe- 
tigion, which we doe-now publickly,through Gads greatimet-. 
cy, profes : It is the ſame with that of the Apoftles and/pe 
of God in thoſe firſt primitive times, and which our bleſſed 
viour himſclfe ncky: profci{:d and ſcaled with his bloud, and 
this ſhould be a great 1nJugement touz to embrace, mai 
anddcfend itto thedeath;- ' © e 7 8901 

3 6.-T hs hath been recommended #6 us by the blou1 of all the Mar | 

4% tjrz, of our bl:fſ:d Saviour himfelfe, of his Apoſtles and Dilc 

.ples, they all ſuff:;z<d for this, they loved not their lives or 
d-ath, they willingly ſaf:rced the loſie of all for aud in thedes 'Þ 
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it, and ſealed it with their bloud, Rtucke to it to the 
id ſe recommended it to us 8s a moſt  precjous jewell 
"Tadrich treaſure, much better then life it ſelfe, and ſurely this 
— © buld much animate us toſticke cloſe to our Religion, the true 
 iamed Proteſtant Religion to the death, ſeeing we haye fo 
/ | aw Thorns pcs hundred thouſands that have dycd in the de- 
37 þ fence and cauſc of it. | 
a #7. 7 his bath hitherto and will ever preſerve ws, As it is opr Reli- 
"*Tyon for which we arc maligned, hated and plotted againſt bythe 
PailtFand other Adverfarics of the truth ; fo it is that(or rather . 
7 Þ God; becauſe of that) that hath hitherto preſerved us in ſpight of 
Fallthe Devils in Hell, and wicked men onearth,andall their hell- 
kd deſperate plots and malignant defignes againſt it and us, 
"that we wh been and ſtill are prefctved, to the admiration cyen 
of the enemies themſclves, And this will eyer preſerve and pro- 
[ it us if we Nicke cloſe unto it, we haye Gods: word for it, 
10., Becaruſe thou haſt kept the Word of my patience,] alſo will 
thee from the honre of temptation, which ſhall come upon all the 
| anth, to rry them that dwell upon the earth, And if we deny or s 
ferfake this, never looke to profper, the promiſes even of tzm- 
porall blefſings are made on this condition , that we ſticke 
4 to it, See Demr.y, 32,3 3., and 6.17. and Chap. 28. 
lev.1,3. | | 
"Fo that if either we regard the command of God, or the 
jr of Gad, or our owne temporal or eternall good of ſoulc or 
dy,wenult maintain the .truc Reformed Proteſtant Religion 
&anſt all Popery and Popifh Incovations, we mult ſticke cloſe 
t-it, arid maintaine eur Religion, unlefſ: we willlcſe ſoule, 
body, our eſtatcg,and all,at leaſt the true comfort of all, ; 
* And what doe we proteſt againſt ? is it not Popery and Antt- 


"=" doftrine containing many poſitions blaſphemous 
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+ Wiinſt God and Jcſus Chriſt,and deſtrufive to all Chriſtian Ma- 

ates, Kingdemes & Common-wealths;a DoAtrine(to ule the 
Words of learned Maſter Z o/ron in his Sermon preached at 7 aw/s 
"ap falſc and accurſed from, Heaven, and is cver atten- 


; | Fork inf curſe, that it will plague the King- 
that nouriſheth it, and, pay.it home at length with a wit- 
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the meane time te root it out. as in conſticnce;policy;reafonand F - 


Religion it ought to be, which if onceeff:&ed, would cutths | 


thread of the Papiſts hopes for ever, making a party or faQtien 
here, cut the throat of all plots againſt the Kings per ſon, cruſh 
the Popes heart for any probability or poſſibility of cver 76+ 
eſtabliſhing, or creing his accurſ2d tyranny in this iſland again 
and preventing ſuch moſt bloudy,barbarous, and unheard of ulage 
(ny rather) as there hath been of late, and ſtill is in /res 


Secondly, We promiſe, voW and proteſt With our lives, power 
and eftates, to maintaine and defend (4s we ave by our Allegiance 
bound) his Paielties Ropall Perſon, #onour and Citate, 
Row.13.1,2%. And there is great reaſon for it. Of cach ſeyes 
rally, 

4 Pis Royoll Perfen ; becauſe as the 7-Wes ſaid of fofb, 
be us the breath of onr noſtrils, under Whoſe ſhadow we ſhall be pro, 


ſerved alive, Lam 4.20, We are all bound by the fixth Commanzs 


dement to preſerve, as our owne perſon, ſo the perſon of our 
Neighbour,though our inferiour, much more his who is our $o- 
veraigne, and the Lords anoipted, who is worth ten thouſand of 
us, as the people ſaid of King David, 2 Sam.18.3. £4015 79 Mas 
the chicfe pillar of the Common-wealth, PET 

2. Þis Bonour, dignity and Majeſty, that it may have it's 
due refpeR, eſteeme and reverence which belongs to it,1 Per.2, 
17. Feare God, honor the King, and that both inwardly reve- 
rencing him in the heart, Ece/eſ[190.20.and outwardly in 
geſture and ation, as Nathan and Bathſhebadid Salomon, 1 King, 
1-23,31. Weought by the ſixth Commandement to maintaine 
the good cfteeme and dignity of our Neighbour by all good and 
lawfull meanes, much more the Kings. 

3, Þis Eſtate,7.e. his jaſt and lawfull revenne or maintenance 


'TheApoftle faith, x Tim.5.17. that they that rule wel! are worthy of * 


double honowr, i.e honour of maintenance as well as of eſteeme 
and reverence, much morc he who is c«ſtos xtriurg, tabule, the 
Father of the Common-wealth, and Soveraigne Yatron of the 
publicke good, whoſe care is for the whole Kingdome, So Row, 
3. 6,7. For this canſe pay yow'tribute alſo, for they are Gods 
Hiniffers ,, artendiug (continually npon' this very” thing ,” Render 

therts 
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FT threfore 1 all their ane, tribane, 8c. | 

F * Thirdly, ”e promi/e, vow and proteſf, with our lines, poWer and 
eſtates, to maintaine and defend the power and Pztviierges of 
'Þ nt, What theſe are we may in part fee in-their owne 
& jon publiſhed F4#.17*. and ſome others of theirs pub- 


fince. 
And there is great reaſon why We ſhonld maintaine them in all their 
| if Rights and Privilcdges. 
1. Becauſe theſe are the weſt happy Conflitutions, and moſt eff<= 
} Qual! for the publicke good that this or any Kingdome can have. 
Aud this his Rojall Maicfty himſcifo hath moſt Princely profes 


ſed, That often Parliaments are the fitteſt means to keep correſpon« ,,. . My 


Ta PSS 6a! 


* we WY 


J— 
_ jj 


and profeſſed by the Earle of Strefford a little before his death, 
| 116d alwajes thinks the P arliaments of England were the hap- 
fieft Conſtirutions that any Kingdome or any Nation lived under, 
and under God the meanes of making King and People happy,  Par= - 
laments are (as one faith truly) the glory, ſafety and fincives 
| of our Nation, the priviledges whercof,if once impeached, far- 
; well all that is glorious in free Subjefs : Theſe have been /e- 
; cunda Tabula poſt naufragium, the only meancs to ſave aſinkin 
tate, the refuge of the oppreſſed : The want and breach of whi 
was a mainecauſc of all our miſcries of latc yeares, and is now 
| ina manner the only meancs ef recovery, 

'3, In theſe our Welfare, Lawes and Liberties, and the comfortable 

] of all we have # involved, weſtand or fall with them, 
if they be broken and deſtroyed, we all extreamely ſuff-r and pe- 
riſh with them, if they be kept and preſerved we proſper and 
flovriſh ; therefore great reaſon we (hould endcaveur. what in 
- Wlycth todefend and maintaine the power and Priviledges of 


Wt BE EGg FB + 


ment. 
3. They are perſons choſen and intruſied by owr ſehves, to heare 
our cryes, remove our grievances, ſupply. our wants, ſettle our 
| Religion and peace againſt the plots and doings of all publicke 
- ndprivate enemies of Church and State, or our. ſelves; they 
their time and ſtrength, | imploy 
C 3 their 


E. bexethe burden for us, ſpend 


* 4 


In his z« ſpeec 
'tn Park 1641+ 


dency berween his Maieſty and his people, and that He will 5- A Priacely re- 
maintaine their Priviledges as his owne Prerogative,and their —_ folution. 

4 the perſons of his deareſt children ; Yea, this was acknowledged. ry - — 
ſpeech on the 
Seafﬀfold. 
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fore we arcall decply engaged to dcfznd and maintaine them, 
andall their jult and honourable aRions, and ſticke unto, them, 
to. ſtand: or tall with them,.z, therefore it is that very many 
thouſands-froin molt of the, Counties. in this Kingdome'ang.. 


their-Perſons, Lives and Eſtates, todefcnd and maintains the * 
Kings Majeſty, ſo his Parliament in all their juſt, proceedings 
for the publick. good. 

Thus weſce there us great. Re4/on, why we. ſhould with eur. 
lives; power and eltateg, by all awtull wayes and means, main» 
taine and defend. the true Reformed Proteitant. Religiori, the 
Kings Majeſtics royall Perſgn, Honour and Eſtate, and the Par. 
_—— ow FA ABGAL 1 
| T hoſe three cannot be ſeparated Withous rtter ruine or extrrame, 
: ow _—_— dariger to all- three, Therkfers Whoſocuer goes about to ſeparate and, 
 - ment, Ja; 17. divide theſe, the true Proteſtant Religion, King and DParlament, 
641, or\doth give any conncell, or endeavour to ſet or mai taine. dis 

: viſion or diſlike betweene the King and the P arliament, u by both 
Homfes of Parliament, declared a publickg enemy of the Stare 
and \peare of this Kingdome, ani ſpall be enquired of, and pro- 
ceeded againſ} arcording ly. "0 

The Rebels in hrelund d1d moſt ſhametully and impulently pre» 
tend, and Kill doc in:their Proteltations and their Oath alſo, to 
defend and maintaine the King and his Priviledges and 'Frero-, 
gative, and yct notwithſtanding their deepe yow.s.and folemn 
oaths they doe cleane contraty,.- Can they pollibly be thonght 

' to be and ſtand forthe King, that doe molt barbaroully deſtroy, 


LO 


ſtles, Forts and Holds ? : You may be aſſared that whatſoever 
the Papift and thcir adherents and abcttours here,do or may pres 
tend, they have the fame ſpirit and principles, and will doe 
their brethren and confederates in /re/and have done, if, and fo 
ſoonas they have power and opportunity. = 
4 Itis a legall principle, That the King is the head and the Par- 

- liament the repreſentative body ofthe Kingdome. ſo that he that, 
” g0cs about to divide theſe, doth as he that cuts off the head from. 


= "their giftsand engage their cliatcs,lives.aud all for us, andthers,, | 


Principality of ales, doe in their, Vetitions oft:r Themſelves,” * 


abuſe and ſpoyle his beſt SubjeRs, fire his Townes, take his Ca. | 
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the body, naturall; or deſtroyes the body naturall, iy 
| th. a 
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; Pace he loves the head , ſeckes-to advance and honout the 


I muſt therefore here ſay as our Saviour in another cafe, Theſe 
| Whew God bath joyned together let no man put a/undey, It was 
the policy and advice of a Machnvilian to ſubdue ani enemy, Di- 
wide & regna, divide th:m and you may eally overcome them 
and rule over them. A Faggot or bundle of {ttcks while tycd 
together, there is no breaking of rhetn, but take+them a ſander 
| and then you nay caſily breake them all, one after another : 
So here while th<ſe-2 \concurte(together,) we heed not feare all 
theadverfaries in' the world, the Pope, Spaward; Frenghy Pa- 
pits,8c. but if thefe be divided by the curled plats of the cne- 
mics, looks for nothing but ruine or extreme dangers ot rajne. 
And therefore it hath b:cnand is the carſed endeavour of our 
* Adrtrfaries todivide betwixt theſs, 'berweenus-and/cur Reli- 
giotz, -and bet weene th&;King and the Patliawent + and bet wine 
the Parliamentary houſ:s themſelves to/-oppeſe: one the other, » 
ado betwixt the King and his faithfalland moſt Jayall people | 
w4e$vbj2Rs. But let it <yer-be our jndcavour to joyne and keep 
thele together, and'the bleſſing. of him who isthe God of -pgace 
and unity will reſt upon ws» - (+4 np 2 or wn arti wh 
--, Fourthly, We vow. and proteſt 10 defend -aydmaintaine the 111214 Cara, 
lnwfoll Rights and Livezties of the @vbjects +: fuch are theſe, Petition of 
Thet' 0 min. ay. breaks open another radns bouſs, chamber awe, Right, and the 
Duty, trankes,  abeſts;) yropy iſon; ov -arveſt bis pirſon, (or ceaxe ou = wma s. | 
7 of br yards, bun by rantherity of Lay, That mo gallageoraid Foo + 
ful be Laid, hal, or levied by the King "or hie:» Heirts in the M44; 0y hoe 
Real Without the ggod-will and aſſent in P arſiament © That bin pleaſed dis 
no ng ſhall +. compelle4 ro make any Lones to the Kinz againſt vers times in 
buy Wit, That none ſhall be charged by any: charge or 1mpoj- his DeclaratiGs 
= called a Beneyolence, Withant - conſent in Parliament,” and DAnirr s/o 

like, : ox} ied 

And there is reafon for it;for theſe: are theglory of free-borne Re be = 
Swzes, and that which doth diff-rence us fiom Mlaves and rule cording 
| vaſals;; take away our Liberties and brang in an Arbitrary pows» *2 the «ſtad)1ts 
&, that the Rulers will and pleaſure maſt fiand for a Law, and hes Livves of 


"= . 1 the Land 
then wherein doe we diff:r frong the-verielt flaves inthe world; mat rrinke ly 


\Rherefore concerne3 us to defend and maintaine onr Jawfall profegimm, +3 
'L Rights 


—_— 
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good  Common-wealths men, the Power and Priviled 


SubjeR. | 
Fifthly, (and marke it well): we are-here bound by 'onr jo. 
lemme promiſe, &c, with our lives, &c.. to juſtifie, Ditend any 
maintaine every perſon that maketh this Pzoteſtation jn 
whatſoever h& hail doe in the tawfall parſuance of the 
fame. | / 
And there 4 great Reaſon for this alſo, that we ſhould my- 


the defence and maintenance of the true Religion, the Ki 
Majefties Perſon, Honour and Eftate , the Power and Pri 
kedees of Parliament, &c, all ſuff:r in him, and therefore all 
So did theGre- and 1every onc ſhould ſhand fur him, as for themſelves, Thee 
cigns and Bar» yy Heathens would not be wanting & their Co.ntry, but ina 
Perigar, when. common cauſe were willing to doe or. fuffer any thing, even 
Jen. the greateſt dangers; and Chriſtianity ſhoatd not make m'te 
che Perfaxs, Now, but forward toall civill duties tending to-the pablicke 
Suid, good, pon ver omney colt then nature can afford, 
vis; out of conſcience to Gods command, truc Chriſtian loveto 

our Brethren and Country, &c, Mg 
Sixthly, under the like engagement, We promiſe, vow aid 
proreſ, To oppale and hinver, and by ail god wapes and 
meanes indeavour to bzing to condigns paniſharent all (ach 
as hall either by fozre, pxactifes; councels, plots;confpiraties 
o2 otherwiſe dog the contrary of any thing in this p2eſent 


bid) we ſhould ſee or know any perſon that ſhould riſe up + 
gainſt the King or Parliament, wilfully infringe their-juſt and 
ooderders and priviledges, or indeayour to ſet or maintaine 


me. Att. 


' Rights and Liberties, evennatoreand common cquity binds uy 'F 
to it, So that were there no Proteſtation made and taken, yet - 
weare bound as weare Chriſtians by vertuc of our Baptiſne to 
defend and maintaine the true Proteſtant Religion againſt ll 
Popery and Popiſh Innovations; &s Subj:Ats to maintaine thi } 
King our dread Sovcraignes Perſon, Honour and Eſtates xs - 


of Parliament, and the lawfull Rights and Libertics of the 


tually defend each other; for if any ſuf:r in a common cauſe, & | 


" P2oteſtation contained, As for inflance, if (which God for- | 


. .. drviſion or dif-affeFion betyweene the King and Parliament, ot + 
betwixt the threo Kingdomgs of England, Scotland and —_—_ F 


—_ 
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ence (as Papiſts and Popifty perfors want- not 'excus See the Declar, 
| — he is declared publick enemy of. of Facl./an, 17. 
Stare anil of the kingdome, and wearcby this Prote- 1541+ 
dork? by #1 lawfull ovezns to bring flick a-perforr ts-cons 
iſhment, 0 4h GH 
—_— d66 we'fevor hexre any; ſcrkinig wittingly and 
witfully to diſgrace, ſapprefie or bring into eomecmpt the true 
Reformed Proteſtant Religion, or to vent and advance Popery, 
of Popiſh Innovations within-this Realme, to-ſet upany woed- 
dt), Kone or painted Image, Crofſe,or other ſcandalous reſemn» 
s, weare by yertue ofthis Proteſtation boand by all laws 
meanes and wayes, according tothe rules of Chrittian' wit 
dincand prudence, to bring that perſon or perſonsto condigne 
for his demerits,/'© 
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againſt Abaſuerne, Heft. c.6,, Yeu the very P a- 
$#» Yould doe thas, endcavour toe bring ts d<lcrved puniſh» 
watchoſe>chat were enemics''ro their Idol] geds, Religh 
@;-King, Country vepublick: wealth; ' - And Gods word're- 
| res this of us, Pro 24 '21, 22, Cy ſonne, feare 1hew the 
| ad the” King, and medale not with them that are given 
ts change, that is, to bring in any Doqrine, worthip or dif 
,- or any thing contrary to- the true Religion of 
word of Ged, and rhe wholeſome and good Lawes of the 
Land, eſpecially ſoch as are fundamentall; for ther calami- 
—_ riſe tuddenly, and who knoweth the ruine of them 


; 
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the: wife of thy boſame emtiſe rhoe, ſaying let ws goe 
"meg; hon {halt _ a them, f bearken unto 
| fam, acicber hall thy oye pitty chem, Our love to God and the 
| PxReligion, EE 52 atf:Rions to our friends 
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and.naturall Parents tn the fleſh, much; more-our atf:jons to. 


wards-ethers,. which our Saviour, .confirmes,, Mar,ao,.37, 
He that loveth Father or Mother more. then me, # nat Worthy of 
we, aud wie that dovath Son or D anghter, more then, me. ”Y 
Worthy of LA 44 m 1c inwy Ya 
git And, un: Caſe of the- prublicke-weale, it any: perſon -be-an ene 
my tot, and-,willnot be. reclaumed, , our pff:H1on to our Come 
try, and the Common-wealth mult over-rule natural} and pri 
vate aff<Rtipneyen to ſuchasgre ncare an deare unto-g3; and Cr 
eer4.27y Heathog-determines this among drþcr caſes, ;Ibe if a 
mans owne Father-would betray his Country, and do any thing 
that tends. to the -apparent, ruine of the .Common-yealth,ha 
mult' not. keepe: (ilence,, bat preferre the fafety of his, Couns 
try b:fore a Fathzr, and: indeavoyr; wr 4 bym, , 05; 80MM» 
plaiersof him. Thisis jult.and reafonable,,tor a. pubhckegood 


of -ſugh, concernement ought, to bee; preferred befors, amy | 


Vate.. #X/ SEAN +: of 7 237 2d 
-- Seventhly, we alſ,; promiſc----Jn all joſt and honourable 


wapes. ts -uideavenr. to; pze(erbe. the Wnion and: Peace | 


befwome- the: (bz Kiagdomes of England ,,-Scotlan& and 
Ircland-. And 'there is ignoat- reaſon for at, becauſe they being 
now (as it. were} one, the divifioa of.-them- or di _ 
their peace, is the-way to ruine all,. eſpecially ia theſe 'exi 
times, whenall our forces united togerher will be little enongh 
and too. little without Gods inore;then,ordinary; afliltaneeyto 
preſ:rre our peace, yea to keepe thein from fnkingand ruineby 
the common enemy to aur R-ligion,to our King and Kingdom! 
And this is the-firſt thing I here promiſcd to' ſpeaks 
off, viz. what we doe here promiſe, vow and proteſt, Now 
for ft s ''; x : + 
The ſecond, What it &' to. maintaine and defentd. che /mar 
Proteftant Religion, | or, Dottrine, and oppe'e the | comtraryy 


ws. in our hcares to belceve, imbrace; love, profeſſe-and F 


walk according totheRules of the true Reformed irotcitant R&6 
ligion, to jultifie aud detend:thoſime, as occalion requiretheand 


callzth oa us, and todiſavowithe-PapiſhiNodrineaud lanovath F 


ons which are contrary barcyatoagdifctourfelves againibitant 
th:m, or any that (hall codavoar/ to: attempt any'- this 
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eohtrary tothe true Proteſtant, Religion, the Perſon, Honour 
- a6d Eſtate of the King, the power and Priviledges of Parlia+ 


; UC. / 
*hiraly, The grownds and reaſons of making and. entring inte 
this Proteftarion or, Nationall Covenant, are 1ncluded inthe pres 
amble to the Proteitation, to which I 'Teterre -you for follce 
Gtisfaction, only thusmuch here in afew words, 1 conceive it 
may be of uſe. | 
11" To binde all true Proteſtants more firmely to. God, his truth, 
waycs and worſhip, and to prevent the growth of Pepery and 
i6:Innovations, and in time to root out both, as #3 conſci- 
ence; reaſon, Religion and policy we ſhould, - And this is a 
ſpeciall mcancs to ctf&& it ; for this binds us net only to 

maintaine 'and defend the true Religion, but alſo to 
reject Popery, yea. to-oppole it, and all ſach ag ſecke to ad- 
ntccor.nphold it. a 04419 TY, 

2, To diſcover all Popiſh perſons, and ſuch as ſtand diſs &:Red 
tothe-truc Religion, and the peace and welfare of the King 
mil-Kingdome , Church or State, that they may be dealt 
with according as to juſtice dath appertaine, 
1g. Thereby alſo the better te d1/appoins all the Advetiaries plots 
maddefignes againſt trueReligiongthe King, Kingdome, Church 
and State, And | | 
4. To continue aud increaſe the honour, peace and wel- 
fweot the fame, to all rw yrs this bond may be of ſpe- 

mea 


— 


— 


fedends. Now, | 
-—y Wh How far and how firmely this bond or Covenant bins. 
ws ? 


and that is only to lawfull waycs, to doe all theſe things ag fas 
1awfully J may, ant by a/t gbod Wayes and meanes. that 
| B by ſuch wayes and mcancs as are warrantable by the Law'of 
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God, and the wholſome and geod Lawcs and Statutes of this 
Reime.- As for inſtance, -when we fee any Popery or Popiſh 

Etcmonics and Innovations in the Church which we bayepro- 
| teſted againſt, we may not in a violent and tumultuous way 


 Vithoutany law fall call and warrant ſct'our'{elvcs againſt them 
X27 a 
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tiallnſe, and the moſt cf: nes to accomplith ſuck bleſs; - 


1.. How far, in reſpe& of the wayes and meanes tÞ be uſed, , 
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md removethem, but by our prayers to Almighty God,and pe. 
titions to his Majeſty, the honoutable Afſ=mbly,or ethers in Ay- 
thority, who are by Law inabled to remove the evils that we are = 
bound to oppeſe, and rcAife things amifle ; Bolide, God needs 
no tumultaous carriages, and-unwarrantable waycs and meancy 
tooff:& higworke of Reformation, | 
2. But how firmely doth this binde-us ? 1 f%4 
Anſw, It binds ua te keep it to the uttermoſt of our | Pawer; 
Efate and Lives | even tothe death, fo as no law- of man, or 
power of any worldly Prince or Potentate. whatſocver canabe 
folveus from it; 'And we promiſe and proteft'in the cloſe, that 
netther hope, feare, oz any woztdly reſpect, neither favour nor 
frowne of men, neither promiſes nor threats, neither hope of 
gaine, prefit, pleaſures or preferment, or feare of any worldly 
lofle, trouble-or the like (for'all theſe as I humbly conceive are ine 
NE make us relivquilh this pzomi(e,vow-and Pzntes 
ation. | k ' o& 

- And this folemne engaFement is made in exprefſe termes in 
the p:efeuce of #imighty Goy, and ſo implicitely calling the 
Almighty God of Heaven and Earth, who heares what wegro» 
teft;and doth fee our intentions and purpoſe, and will narrowly 

orve our future actions, how we keep our ſolemne proniile 
with his Majeſty, to reward or take vengeance on us if we dec 
not'rcally, and for the future carefully endeavour by all law» 
ul Sante wayes to performe our promiſe, row and Protes: 

atron, | - . JT 3 11819 

And which yet further addeth weight to this engagement, it'is 
made in the prefence of the Congregation (yea and I may fay of 
the Angels alſo). who are witneſl:s, and will teſtific againttus. 
one day iP we willingly and wittingly: breake this our Covc-. * 
nant.” © 7 | r3-bn 

' And th alſe, or owne hands or mavke (which is equivalent) 
isſ{ubſeribed'and ſtands on reeord as a'witnefſe toGod and men 
2gainſt that man that ſhall wittingly and willingly breake bis 
Proteſtation, ſb ſolemnely made, yea, and this Church,: and 
theſe/Wals ad Pewes will one day: riſe up te condemne-rhad 


man. | | " m oY 
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fowbich are of a far ivferiour nature to this, Dear.2 3, 21,23. 
When thow ſhalt vow avew wnte the Lird thy God, thou ſoalt noe 
| flacky to pay ity for the Lord thy Ged Wiil [wrely require it of thee, 
and it lr be finne in thee ; T bat Which 14 gone ont of thy hips thow 
flute keep and perſorme, according as thou haſt vowed unto the Lord 
* Goa, Which tho haſt pr omiſcd withthy month : As tor inſtance, 
k 


he Jew under the Law vowed unto God to offer a lambe, or 
bullocke, or ſheep or goate, &c. So now if any ſhould vow or 
promiſe to God, Thar if ſuch a buſinefſe facceed well, if ſuch 
-aſhip m which he hath a venture retarne home well and ſafe; if 
foch a ficld of corne prefſpecr and evme well in, or the like, he 
will give fo much to the poore members of Chriſt, or the like 
inway of thankfulneſe to God for his gumnery towards him. 
Orif God 'doe indecd deliver him out of ſuch atreable,ficknefle, 
miſery or afflifion, or the like, he will -give ſo moch to ſuch a 
pious vfe, &c, Keep a private day of folemne thank+giving te- 
God,or the like, he may neither omit nor delay to do: accer- 
ing to his promiſe, faith CA/o/es from God, T how ſhalt nos 
kr pay (or perferme) it, The Lord thy God will require it of 
ther; So againe, Nemb.30.1,2. T his u the thing whirh the Lord 
bath commanded, |f aman vow a vownnte the Lird, or ſweare as. 
Oath to binde his ſonle Withabond hee fhall not breaks bu word, 
be ſhall doe according ts all that proceedeth out of his month... And 


| | if promiſes and yowes touching things voluntary, and of afar 


' eſſe and inferteur nature, made onely by a mans ſelfe alone, 
doe fo ftreng]y binde, that God may * jufily,and will require it * /of2 exigiray- 
of him, -and-puniſh him accordingly for breach of promiſe, in. 44 /ofvendum 
eaſe be! performe not ; how much more doth fach a ſolemne 97 "9" copicay. 
vow and Protcſtation as this is, made to God, in a thing of 4; **%*ndume 
this nature (which Religion. and reaſon binds: us te obſerve, " 
h there were no Proteſtation made nar ever thought 

of) how much more (I fay) doth» this binde us, and will: 

God paniſh the wilfull contemners or breakers of it ?- 

" Wherefore brethren, you who have taken this Proteſtation or 

Nationall Covenant, and have therein implicitly call:d God 

twitnefſe, and be your Judge to take vengeance on you,if you 
not your vow and Covenant to God, be farethe hand 


" Ef God will folloyy you, if (which1 hope 1 (ball nexer 
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heare of you)zndcavour not to perturme your Proteſtationand 
Covenant according to promiſe, but wilfully breake it, and 
much more if alſo ary ſhould wittingly and willingly endea» 
vour to hinder cthers that .cndeavonr to keep their Covenant, 
and doe wilfully dif urbe them in their.duty of maintaining the 
true Reformed Proteſtant Religicn, or oppoling and remes. 
ringin a legall way any part of Popery or Popith Inuorations 
proteſted againſt, ſappole Images, and ſcandalous Popiſh Pi- 
ures, Crucifxcs, and the like, 

Andlct ſucha man be ſure, that if he perfoxrme not his part, 
but wiifully breake it, oppoſe and hinder others, yet God, will 

erforme his part, God will bring the curſe upon him which he 
th implicitly wiſhed 1n his Proteſtation un the preſence of 
Almighty GoJ, as he did bring on the Jewes the curſe which 
they. withed to _themſclves, Mar.27.25, And we know it. 
hath layne heavily upon that Nation above fixteene hundred 
yezres, When Zedekiah had broken his Covenant with the, 
king of Babylon, ſ:e what the Lord ſaith of him, Exek.17., 
15-16. Shall he proſper ? or ſhall he eſtape that doth ſuch things? 
or ſhall he breake the ( ovenant and be delivered ? As I live, ſaith 
the Lord Ged, ſurely mine Oath Which hehath defþiſed,” and my Coe, 
venant which he hath broken, even «t will | recompence npon bus oye 
head, v.19. We have folemnely cavenanted and promiſed, vows 
ed and proteſted to God the King of Heaven, to maintainethe 

trac Religion, oppoſe all Popery and Pepiſh Innovations; 
\ * tothe;King on carth, to maintzine his Royall Perſon, Honour 
and Eſtate ; to the Parl;ament, to maintaine and defend their 
powerand Priviledges,&c. And we may be ſure, that man ſhall, 
not cſcape, that wilfully breaketh his Covenant yz but the hand 
of God will fnd him out, either here to his converſion, re- 
pentance and ſalvation, or hereafter te, his condemnz+ 
tion. 

Wherefore brethren I beſeech you all (and I hope and perſwade 
my ſelte you will) conſider what you have promiſed in the pre» 
ſeace of Almighty God, and doe your beſt and hearticſt ens; 
deavour to keep your Proteſtation; Oh let not any perſon draw; 
guilt on his owne ſoule by a wilfull breach or carclefſ: negle& of 
his Proteſtation, I could therefore wiſh. that every good Sy 
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j&weuld: have and (:t'uo a Copy. of the Proteſtation in his 
awnc houſe, to minde himſelf: to often as he goes in and out of 
his ſolemae vow and Covenant made to maintaine and defend 
with his like; power an1 eſtate, the. truce Reformed Proteſtant 
Religion againſt all Poprzry and Dopiſh Innovations , the 
Kings Maj :{tics perſon, the power and Iriviledges of Patli- 
ament, &c, 

Tea all of you have in Baptiſme ſolemnely engaged your 
ſtlyes to God to belceve in him, love him, feare him, ſerve and 
obey him'in all his-righteous commands, to defend his bleſ- 
ſedtruth; and the profc(fors of it, and conſequently. to oppoſe 
what in you lycth by all lawfull meanes, all Popery, and Popiſh 
Rites and Ceremontes, and whatſocver is contrary to his ble(- 
ſed wordand will ;- Thus every mothers childe of us ſtands cn- 
gaged to God;-and 'be ſyre thou canſt not wilfully breake Cove- 
nant with Godzand c ſcape nnpunithed, | 

Butt tet res come to peaks. more particularly by way of Application, Uſe, 
tobring all home to our ſelves, to worke as on the head by 
information, ſo on the heart and atteRions by application, 
thatthe whole man may be put upon the confcionable practiſe 
of theduty, which is the end of preaching. 

And ſeeing a Covenant once made may not be broken, but 
carefully kept and performed, this may ferve to reprove,to hum- 
ble and to exhort. 

Firſt, for Reprehenſon, and that of two- ſorts, wherein bla- 
ming others, 1 d-fire to chide and be humbled my ſcife. 

I.. Such as ſeemingly make or enter into 'Covenant With God, 

| but doe veally breaks it, So doe all, that baving been baptized, 
doe notlive anſwerably, Circumciſion is called a Covenant, Gen, 
19; becauſe it doth neceſſarily. preſuppole and feale the Cove- 
nant, Now BRaptitme is in rhe. reome _therecf, yet how ma» 
ny breake it ?- yea how few doe indeed keep that Covenant,or 
that doc in good earneſt endeavour to keep it 2 Many, very 
many of them have alſo renewed that Covenant at the Lords 
Sppper, re- engaged their ſoules againe to God, and yet goe on 
ſtill inthe wayes of linne and Satan : In the Covenant-we all 
ngige our ſolves to leave all fnne, belceve all divine truths re- 
- [AMalcd.to us, and live holly fn obedience to all his righteous 
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and good Commandements ; yet where almoſt ſhall wofidgh 
man or woman truly cndeavouring to keep Covenant vith 
God; ; Cf 
The Word Sacrament ſignified of old the Souldiers Oarh;'bys 
twixt the Captaine and the common ſovldict, which nowh 
by long ufe applycd only to this Ordinatice of Ged,' and we 
give God the hand in the Lords Supper : It is a Covenant with 
God, whercin we doe all (as it were) ſweare, promile all 
Eiithfull ſervice to him, te be wholly at his comman1, an&iot i 
to ſerye ſine and Satan zhy longer : The'very a& of 
or being baptized imports no leſſe, and binds us to the duty; 
Go doth the Lords Supper : Yet where almoſt is themanorwe 
man that makes conſcience of keeping his Covenant with 
God ? Doth not almoſt every one run on till in Hhis-owne 
wayes, ſerve himſclfe and his luſts,finne and Satari,”as if head 
never centred into Covenant with God, or made any promileet 
obedience, and ſo adde unfaithfulnefſe in breaking his'Cove- 
nant with God ? Yea, obſerve it, and we ſhall {ce many 
farre from keeping Covenant with God, that they grow worſe 
afterward then they were before they came to the Sacraments | 
ſo how many zrc there who lying on their ſicke bed, orinfotie | 
great trouble or feare, promiſe and feriouſly vow, that 'if God 
will raife them up againe, remove fuch or ſuch an evill, they 
will become new men, &c, and yet afterward are as bad; 
worſe then before? And may we net alſo ſay, There be | 
who having taken the Proteſtation or Nationall Covenant, - 
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are careleſle in keeping it ; yea willingly breake it, by 
and fomenting diviſion and diſlike betwrxt the King and" 
Parliament, and good SubjcRs, by oppoſing and hinderi 
removall of ſcandalous Images and PiQures (ſome of w 
are moſt abominably evill and greatly abuſed by many, in 
hearrs they ſticke faſter then in the glaſſe-windowes or wak 
(though we hoped otherwiſe till experience proves it tobetrue) | 
alſo by bowing towards fif not to) the pretended Altar, er 
Eaft,&c, 1 ſay no more, but let every mans conſcience be his 
owne Judge, mY 
In civill ceatrafts with men, men will be aſhamed that |} 
have any ſparkes 'of ingenuity and- common honefty' ir 1 
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F they breake their word and ſolemne promiſe with men, 
md ſhould we not much more for breaking Covenant with 
God? 


+: H.me had never received the Sacrament, neither the one nor 
| See and {» never cntred into Covenant with God-; yet 
iriwereſinne tous (and finne is damnable) todifabey God, 1ece- | 
ing we arc all bound to yceld obedience to God, by vertue of - . 
ear Creation, preſervation and ſuſtentation,to be hisand only his, 
toderie him, and him only for ever ; but after Covenant with 
| (0; finne againſt -hyv, . diſobey his righteous and 
commands: (for ſo they allarc) rebell againſt his-Autho- 
rity, is much more gricveus, eſpecially when withall we doe 
ferve linne and _ ar = owne ore It was'a 
aggravation of Jade fine forc-prophelied, P/almey 5, 
Fe be pus forth us hand againſt ach a mere at eare with him 
andbroke tus Covenant, ver.20, ' So itis 4 great aggravation. ok 
finge for a man that is in Covenant with God to breake his Co- 
venant,.and lift up the hand againſt, Ged, with-whom he hath 
entred into tcarmes and concluſions of peace, to diſobcy God 
| with whombe bath cnired into Covcnant to obey and obſerve 
| | him in all things. 5b, bo! . oo 2 
| | Toallſach1 may ſay as the Prophet Malachy tothe Prieſts 
| that brake their Covenant _ God, 2008, 10, why Je 
deale treacheronſly every man by propharting the Covenant of God ? 
And adde as he doth there, ver, 22. The Lord willow a pu 
that doch this. And as ferem 21.9» T hine awne wichedneſſe ſball 
carrelt thee, and thine owne beckeſluding faall reprove thee : Know 
therefore, and [ze that it is an evill thing and bitter that thou baſk 
| nar the Lord thy God, and that my feare 14 not inthee, ſaith 
Lord | b='dt 


' 2, -Gthers there are. that dor really emer into Covenant with God; 

bat ſeemingly breaks it, cither out of ignorance, infixrngity, want 
of watchſalnedſe;&ce. So dec all the godly, all that truly feare 
God, more or lefſe-; though they often faile in theiriobedience, 
Fetit isnor wilfully, out-of layc.and liking of (inne, butious of - - 
ignorance, weaknede, want bf. care,&c,-bat doe never ſolinge, - | 
|. awholly.and wiltully;npon meditation to bregke-their, Cove- 

> nant with God, 1 Jobs 3.9. on thaty borng of Gor! fribmerbmo 
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that is, whoſoever is regenerate and-truly godly, he doth not 
wittingly and willingly finne, he doth not love finne, and live + 
and lic in finne, 1n the breach of Covenant as others doe ; the 
ground is, becauſe his ſeed abideth in him, 5.e. becauſe. grace is 
tmmurable, and ever working holy defires, purpoſes and endea+ 
rours to obey God aul keep his Commandeinents, the Articles 
and conditions of the Covenant, The Covenant with e-Adov ' 
was broken and all forfeit and loſt, becauſe murable ; but the Co» 
venant of grace hath for ground the immatable promiſe of God; 
that it (hall never ccaſe, Jer.32 39,40. Heb,13. 5, . and Chriſt 
whoever liveth, If Adam had ſtool till now then that. Coye- 
nant had not been broken, and all loit as it was ; but Ademiin- 
ning, brake his Covenant, and loſt all. But now Chriſt cverli- 
veth ; therefore all that arcin'the Covenant of grace, all that 
8re in Chriſt ſhall ever Hve, Fohn 14.19, Beranſe [ hive ye foull. 
livealſo. There are everHving deſires, purpoſes and endcavours 
to keep Covenarit with God, in reſpe of which unfaincd con= 
ſtant deſires, 8c. the godly ever keep their Covenant with God, 
ſo as they neyet breake it wholly or wilfully. with full twing of 
H:&ion, with delight as others doc, muchlefſe live, lyc anddye 
in fi as the wicked dae. | 
Bnt ſecondly, becauſe all unregenerate men wittingly and 
willidgly breake their Covenant with God made in Baptiſme, 
an&renewed in the Lords Supper, and now in the Jate Proteſta» 
tioty or: Nationzl! Covenant, and*the godly doc faile much in 
their duty, and doc often: in part-breake their Covenant out of 
ignorance, 'want of watchfalnefſe 'or rhe like, cirher by omit- 
ting ſore duty commanded, or doing cure Jaye yo we | 
in the manner of our ebedicnce. ; therefore we hare all capfe to 
be humbled, Let me therefore catiupon you all and upon\my 
ſelf (o be kindly humbled for the'breaches we have ſoofien 
made in eur Covenant, , Oh 1 that we ſhould breake promiſe 
* 4b/4, neceſi. with God, * prevaricate with his Majeſty, how ſhould this | 
tate, remiſſo © grieve our ſoules ? truly nothing will breake a good heart more - 
vori,non _—_ then this, to looke backe and fee how uataithfully, and how | 
1 aw Fore =_e toukely we have dealt with ſogoed and gratious a God, and bro« . - 
Bern, - Keen Covenant withHimwho js 4©d hath alwayes beca ſogeed . 
_ ** and faithfullto us and allhis. LID | 
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' And the rather ſponld Webe humbled; if we looke upon the of- 
* Qs and conſequ=nts of finne, cither in reſpedt of God or of our 
' ſelves, 

' I, In reſpeft of God. God is angry and grieved,God is a 
with all = lianes, but grieved eſpecially with theſinhescf 
hisowne peeple that are in Covenant with him. It is with God 
as with an hosband or deare friend; if all ethers fſpeake evill of 

him, eight him, or diſobey him, he can more cafily beare it ; 
but if the wife or ſome other friend that hath critred into a 
near league of friendſhip with him ſhould ſpeake evill of bins, 
flcight him ---- Oh | this cuts him tothe heart, this. grieves him 


' fore, P/al.55.12,13,14. It Was not an exemy that reproached,, then 
F ” 


bave borne it ; but it Was tho, a man, mine equail, my 


26, and mine acquaintance,&c. Indignitics ard cvill carriage 
ancar hand is 


moſt gricvous,not to be borne : fo herc,breach 
of promiſe and onfartblutdedling from fack as are in Covenant 
' with God, is moſt grieveus unto him. We have a notable expreſ- 

fion full to this purpoſe, Zzek.6.9. faith God, / aw broken With 


' their Whori/> heart (marke with whoſe) which hath departed from 


me, breach of Covenant in his owne people is that(whigh to uſe 
the Prophets figurative expreſſion here) breaketh the heart of 


God ; other mens ſinnes grieye bim, but the finnes of his awne 


people breake his heart, Oh 1 when it comes to this, that God 
-may ſay of us as there David of Ab/olom, as ſome (ay, or of 
S$axl, as others thinke, inthe type, and Chriſt of Judas in the 
Anti-tipe : It wasnotan enemy, 2 drunkard,a common ſwearer, 


an adulterer or any other open wicked man; but thou a Profe(- 
; for, one that hath entred into Covenant with me,&e. then feare 


what God faith of diſobedient revolting {/rael, Plal.95.10,r1, 


"Fowrty yeare: long Was I grieved with this gener ation,&c. ro Whom 


(or as the Apoſtle hath it, Heb.,3.1 1,/0,i. c.cherfore) 1 ſware in my 
Wrath they ſhould not enter into my refs. | 
2, It is lamentable alſo, it we conſider the ce of it inre- 


pet of our ſelves, that notye will hold us. Had we ſeen that 


Eedlam man mentiened in the Gofpell, breaking all his chaines, 


certainly we ſhould have pittied himzit is much more lamentable 


toſce men, that no bands, no tyes' will hold them to God, but 


"they breake all, breake their purpoſes, breake their promiſes, . 
Se E 2 


breaks 
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break theirſolemnes PrateRation and Covenant made withGed, 
their Cotenarits ſcaled at Baptiſme, and renewed at-the Lords 
Supper, and now in another kind, in our National Covenant 
therefore how ſhoul4i this humblz us, and make us bluſh, 

be aſhametl dad confuunded for our uafaithfull dealings with 
God,Þ:. :; 2.11 77 214 

Bo we thereforc.exhiorted all of us, 2s to looks backe and be 
humbled for our failings and breach of Covenant for the time 
paſt, ſo tglooke forward, and for the future to giveall diligence 
to ktep Covcnant. with God, both, qr Nationall and: Per{anall 
Covenant-:And here ſomething firſt by way of motire,and then 
of direction; TH 7 

Yield belide what hath been already ſaid; me thinks thoſe 
conſiderations ſhould bz of force to quicken us to.this dutyb 
way of- Argument. ; | | 

\ Firlt, rhe canfideration of. the Party to whom our Covenant is 
made, and that is God, where conſider theſe 5.things. 

1. Hu abſolute Soveraignty over us. It is independent, uni- 
verſall, He 1 the mot High God, poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth, 
Gen; 14-1.9,32. Me-thinks this moſt abſolute ſovcraigne power 
oyer us to' command, 'reward or puniſh us, ſhould move us toa 
carcfull perforanance of this duty, of keeping Coycnant with 
him. . | 

2. He © omniſcient, and knowes certainly what we have 
done, and how we engaged our ſclves ; yea (adde this allo) all 


our ſceret yowes and promiſes we have made unto him, in the 


night, on-our-(ichk-bcd, in time of trouble,&c, Heb,4.13. Al 
things are naked and open unto the eyes of him (of God) with Whom 


we have to dee ; therefore we ſhould carefully keep Covenant 


with God. . 

3- God remembers our Covenant, yea and all our voWer and pro> 
wiſes, though made long agoc, and how often they have been 
renewed. Men many times, after a little ſpace, forget what 
bonds and Covenants have 'been mad: unto them, ſo doth not 
Gods hopes : l bs =_ 6 ever ow > ww of bis Covenant, which al: 
though it be ſpokzn ſpecially. ing promiſe with his peo« 
ple ; yet it is alſo. true, that. he ws mindfall of whnrin 


thould partorms unto him, and looks for it at our hands as men | 
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looke for their Rents at the dayes of payment ;zobedience is Gods 
rat-penny. | 
\ 4 God Will make tu remember eur Covenant, either here by 
threatnings, tcrrours and troabics, orhereatter by torments, All 
crefſes, loſſes, afflitions and troubles ate to put us in mind of our 
Covenant with God, Men will call for their devs, All Covenants 
adpromiſes are Cue debrs tol30d;therfore he will call for them; 
Therefore it was, that when Jacob forgate or negleRcd his vow 
at Fethel, God put him in mind of it ; And if notwithſtaning 
allthreateniogs, afdiaions, tronbles, men will not remember 
topay thcir debts, performe their Covenant unto God here, he 
will make ſuch feele his torments hereafter. Cod is moſt juſt and 
vnpartiall, that will not {uff.r breach of Covenant, ifunrepented 


. ogoe unpuniſhed. 


$, Our promi;e and Covenant i maie unto God, who ts faithful 
8 well as juſt, and will keep Covenant with his, Deur.7. 9. 
Kuo that the Lord thy God he s God, the faithfull God, which kee- 
th Covenant, and mercy with them that love him and keep bis Coms- 
mexdements, Pal 111.5. Hetzeter mindfull of bia Covenant. And 
it God keep Covenant with us, it is melt reaſonable that we 
hhould keep Covenant with him. 
Secondly, conſider the quality of our ('ovenant with ſeme other 
reamftances not mentioned before, all which adde weight to 


| this duty,and ſhould quicken us toobedience. 


» As 1. Our Covenants and promiſes are due debts to God, Now 
eery honcſt man will be carefull to pay his debts, to performe 
his Cover:1nts and premiſes, Plal.37. 21, The Wicked torrowerh 
ad peyeth not az aine, that is, makes no conſcience of keeping 
kispromiſes ; ſuch a day I will repay it (Gith he) but pertfour- 
meth not : But it is a five note of a godly man to keep touch 
with God, as it is a note of a fincereupright heart upon confide= 


Fnition to be willing to enter into Covenant with God, to be 


keund to him : ſo it isanote of an heneſt and good heart to be 
29 of his Covenant, and carecfull to. performe with 


| 2; f Covenant is one of the deepeſt bonls that e2w be to tye us 


$®Ccd in obedience. Gods omnipotency is tyed by an Oath 
. F{&dpromiſcs, fo that he cannot in reſpeR of his Oath doe that: 
_ E3. which _ 


a 


—— 


The National Covenant. 


—_— 


"ly, upon ſudden flaſh and heate of affection ; but deli , 


- made with the Gibeonites, though gotten by fraud ; yer 


 wnto the ( ongregation( whole fingers itched to be doing with the 


' hath been renewed againe and againe, ſo often as we have beet 


-or private Faſts and dayes of humiliation (for in all we 
- doe if not expreſly, yet implicitly and intcrpretatively renew 


life time, at Baptiſme only engaged our ſclves to Ged in Cor 


which otherwiſe he might eaſily doe being omnipotent, anl 
ſurely it doth as deeply and ſtrongly binde us to God, to obey 
him,as it bindeth him-to keep premiſe with man. It is ene ofthe 


firmeſt and ſtrongeſt tyes that can lyc upon us ; and therefore we 


ſhould be molt carcfull to performe our Covenant, 

3. Thinks alſo on the Witneſſes, Our Covenant was made with 
God in the preſence of Angels and men, the whole C 
tion then preſent, and our owne conſcicnces, All men — 
we have been baptized, and many bayve ſecn us at the Sacramet | 
of the Lords Supper, where againe we renewed our Covenait 


and promiſe of obcdicnce to God, Now all theſe, Angels, Men, |. 


that Table, yonder Font will riſc up in zadgement agaialt usone 
day,if we doe not keep Covenant with God. 
4. It is a ſolemme Covenant, it was not maderaſhly, unadviſcd- 


upon meditation, after warning given, and you bidden ſeri 

te conſider of it,and the danger more eſpecially ef breaking oor 
r{onall Covenant ſhewed. Raſh vowes and promiſes, if law- 

Fall and in our power, .doe biade, much more ſach as are delibs- 

rate; therefore Zo/ſhnahb 9.1 9.. the Covenant which 1/rael hal 


and the Prices durſt not breake it,v.19;20, Al the Princes ſaid 


Gibeontes ) We have {wor ne unto them by the Lord & of Ifrad, 
n0W therefore we may not touch them, but thi we will doe uno them, 
we willlet thers live leſt wrath be wpon ns, becauſe of the Oath wad 
we have [Worne wnto them. 

5. The frequency of renewing oxr Covenant ſhould make w 
more caretull of keeping promiſe with Ged, Qur Covenant 


at.the Lords Table, and received the Sackament, becn at publi 


our Covenant with God) but if we had never but once inallou 


nant;zyet were we hrmely bound to obedience, much more being 


'fo often renewed. Tt: is a grievous thing to thinkethatami | 
-{hould promilc,and promiſc againcand again, and ſtill k - ca g — | 
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*6. The equity of the duty ſhould make us more miodfull of kee- 


» datman; yeteven that) Commandement # holy, juſt and good ; 
;y ) ly, 1ſt f ; 
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Covenant with God. Is jt not a moſt reaſunable thing that 
ſhould be belceved, loved, feared, ferved, obeyed ? Is it 
"not a moſt reaſonable thing that ſinne ſhould be left, abhorred, 
&treſted ? Are not all his Commandements moſt juſt, righte- 
ous and good, ſo 28 no Lawes of men in all the world are com- 
arable unto them, Dewt.4. 8. What Nation s there |o great 
that hath Statutes and Frudgements ſo rithtcons 45 all this Law 
which 1 ſet before you 1bis day ? See Rom,7.12, That (eventhat 
Copmartement that bit him full on the fore, wounded him at 
Kheart,ſtruke at bis boſome laſts, and diſcovered him tobe but a 


and therefore we ſhould be unjuſt, unbeneſt, un le, 1 
weſboold refuſe to obey or willingly breake it. Againe, Ged 
ath made a Covenant with us, we expe he -performe 
rith"4ts, every one would have God faithfull to him, and keep! 
yenant with him, and is it notthen a moſt equall thing that 
weſhould alſo keep Covenant with God? 
Sownnot a wo, equall, inſt and reaſonable thing that we ſhould 
maintaine and defend the true Proteſtant Religion, the Kings 


Perfori, Honour and Eſtate, the Power and Priviledges of Par- 
liament,&c.Let me report it to every mans eonſrience, whether 


ll the og proteſted be net juſt and reaſonable ? 
Tap 


| this alſo, the riches off Gods mercy in giving leave and 
Making way for #4 10 come before him againe, and renew our-Cove« 
nant with his Highnefſe, and his readineſſe to renew his Cove» 
nant with us againe, with the whole Nation after all our revol- 
tings and backſliding, and perſonally with our ſelves in the Sa- 
crament,ſetting to his Scale, For former miſcarriages God might 


have diſcarded us and caſt us off for ever, and never have been 


\ ntreated of us any more ;- but ſeeing the Lord is pleaſed to con- 


tinge our lives, and give us another call, to approach before him, 
effringto renew and ſcale his Covenant with us, if ſobe that 


' now we will come in unto him, be cordiall, and deale fincerel 


md faithfully with his Majeſty for the future, how ſbould this - 
more us to be ever mi to performe' Covenant withhini 
who is ſo good 2nd gracious tous as he is? - 


 , Thirdly, looks on rhe cxamp(77 of vrbers that have goue before 
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| ws, both godly and golf: men, 


_ 4 Cn —” 


1. Godly mex, We reads of Davii ſwearing and tray endey. 
vonring to-keep Covenant with God, P/al.119.106, 1 have 


[worae and will performe it, that I will keep thy righteans indreents, ; 
So the Church and people” of GoJ, even in the, midlt.of great F| 


troubles and afflictions, 111.44. 17,18,19, Al! this is come upon 


5,net bave we not forgotten thee, neuuher have we dealt falſly in > 


Covenant, Our heart i not turne1 ry; _— bave our ſteps de 
clined from thy Way, though then haſt ſore broken u« in the place of 
D ragons,and Aa «s With the fladow of death, od 5 

2. As godly, ſo godleſſe men have been.carctull to keep Cores, 
nants and promiſes at leaſt with men : Phara2h a Pagan King 


their Covenants and promiſes, though to their owne dammags 


glor'of bis excellepey jhathe is worthy 0 
iſedome, PRE AT M0 tha 


- Ren n E, © 


as Lo. a. oe oh. i. a. 


"much good, Prov: r 5.9. an" (which-is a © 
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 kehof Covenant, ani falling off againe to former 6vill wayes 

' domes it moſt derogatory to plory, and &ſhonourable 

5 this Majcſty, ſuch a man doth in e&e@ * preferre the Devill be- 
dyes, an wping hoc, or knged prommmonit tire bet 
| , and tryin at | uM tobe t 


; 
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to ſetve 


| 2. Te men, and the good nn either (-g 


Sono puta pep pr Brea — the 
of the wh d Nation. e are greet defigries 
Wo lorker the ood ef the Chinch and States The Adrer- 
fie we mary,mmighty;exrreamematicions,and cxcecding baſic, 
have moſt deſperate and damnable deſignes againſt both, alſo the 
'*hand of God,the plague and*other dev diſcaſes are rife in 
the great City, andiin divers parts of this ome, Newrbv 
Gd patrmnreof eat Coverathr'wi God, and parti- 
entarly of oar Nationall Covenant, will be the moſt probable 
ho aſe) nn erenten Peper, diippcivr hr rn 
time root ont Popery, di the enemies 
' of this Chureh and State, further ther great and. long deſired 
SCI SEN 
' ſafety, re ar | King 1 , 
Ounche Ser, an Ghreionof ſole. DL 
' Aggine,” we for publicke 4 
+ i ;"6 wie 2 wow HYAy to grove: 
with God but they that truly'endeavour to keep Covenant with 
hins ? Hyoſ.7. 14, They have not cryed unto me with their heart, 
when they bowled npon their bedr ; T ; boy rp ov 
-troubles,' crycd mightily unte him, taſted, prayed, yet all this 
Godeſtcemed but as the howling of a dog. What ws the reaſoi!? 
niſe' 1g. 7hey have fled from me, they have rranſpreſſed again 
"me, A Father carcs not for the howling of a dog 1o long as the 
\thilde cryes not- ; he regards more the teares and crycs of one 
' ilde,then the howling of 20, dogs z wicked men in theScrip- 
twephraſe are dogs, ſwine, traytors, Rebcls to thic Majelty of 
Heaven and Earth, and'therefore arc nor regarded by hias ; butt 
"theprayers' of them that arc faithfult in his Coveriarit may doe 


* Diabolun De. 
Min prepentt, 
comparatiouem 

enim videtar ts 


&i/ſe. ut dicatur 


pronunsiaſſt eh 
ee meliorens 
cujus rur ſus 
e/e maluerit. 
Lert c.5,de 

| Zak, 

+ *\pccially in 
lſuly & 1uguſt, 
1641. when 

this Was preas 


ched.... . 


+ The (mall 
Poxe, &c to 
this day -in 


[weeping awry 


very many. 
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I. {t will be for onr credit, All the Countrey cryes out againſt 
art ail, that makes 
- no conſcience of his word, ſuch 4 man was: hatcfull-to. the 
very Fagans;but they commended him that, was carcfull to keep 
touch-; what a blot thon and dcferedit is it not to keep Goves 
nant with-God 2. to promiſe and promiſe againe- and againe; 
but performe nothing,” Dext,4. 5,6, faith Meſes:to 1//rath, 
1 bave taught you Statutes and Judgements 65. the 
hath commanded me , Keep therefore and doe them ; for. 
Jour Wiſedome and your underſtanding in the fight of the Nth 
ons, which ſhall heare all thoſe Statutes, and ſay, Swrely this reat 
Nation ts a Wiſe and an wnder ft auding people, What nr 
Statutes but the Articles and conditions of the Covenant 
which we muſt obſerve? So 1/ay 56. 4,5, Thus ſaith the Lord | 
to the Eunnches that keep my Sabboth, and take hold of my. Ct 
venant : Even unto them will I give in mine houſe, fr - Withe 
in my wali 4 place and a name better then of | ſoune1, and 
par, ae 1 will give them an everlaſting name that ſoall _ 
CHF Off. 

2. It Will make for our peace and comfort; Conſcience tels ws | 
we thould keep Covenant with God, that tyes and movesto 
duty :: Now jf we chdeavour to doe it truly, ſincerely, unk 
verfally and conſtantly, conſcience cannot but juſtifie, ſpeake 
peace, and fo afourd comfort, Plal.119:165, Great peace have 
they that keep thy Law, and nothing ſrall offend rhem, cam ; 
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: Ai man) 4 Wake acrording to tha rule peace be 6n them, and mercy. 
F | A willingly breake Covenant, conſcience (though it m 

* firarime lyc quict and ſecure, being lulled aſleep c. yet i 
will cry out, and then no peace, no comfort to the wicked, fai 


1/a.57.21. 
| tg. 13 will be for our ſafety. While we arc with God and for 
| Pe? Nom tgr us, and if God be With ws who can be 4- 


| ff»: ? Rom 8.31, God will be his ien who keeps 
ant with him. Maſters that have but a ſparke of good- 

reſe in them, will prote& and maintaine their ſervants in all 
, their lawfull undertakings for them, Why ? becauſe they are 
their ſervants in covenant with them : fo God will prote& 
all his ſervants in all their doings, according to his will, and 
x his command, becauſe they are in covenant with him, He 
| that hath the Kings protcRion is kept &afe from many arreſt : 
ſo he that keeps covenant with God hath his proteRion, and 
is kept fafe from wicked men, finne, Satan, death 

md Hcll, that none of them can truly hurt him, but rather 
or rage and endeavour (ball turne to Gods praiſe and his chil- 


4. If we keep Covenant with Cod, then God will bleſſe 
and proffer ns, We fee jt in this yery Text, Keep therefore, 
| w-»e that ye may profper in all that ye dee, So Demt.7, 12,13+ 
Wherefore it ſhall come to paſſe, if ye hearkgn to theſe judgements, 
tad beep and doe them, that the Lord ſhall keep unto thee the 
|. Comment, and the mercy which he ſware unto "7 fathers , and 
- be Will love thee, blefſe thee, and multiply thee, he Will alfo bleſſe 
the fruit of thy Wombe, and the fruit of thy land, thy corne and 
"wine and thine oyle, the increaſe of thy Kine, and the flocks 
thy Sheep ---» and thow ſhalt be bleſſed above all prople, So 
8.26, 3. to13. and Dentr.28.1, to 15, view them over, 
there are great thirigs promiſed, outward bleſſings to them 
Covenant with God, Execllent alſo is that place, 
nt.4.40. Thow ſhalt keep his Statutes and his (ommandements 
ith Moſes) That it may goe Well with thee, and with thy chil- 
after thee, 8c. Pal. ro3.1 7,18. The mercy of the Lord « from 
Flefting to everlaſting (from everlaſting predeſtination to c- 

ing glerification) but upon whom ? pon them that fe 
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big. to them the ember by 
( ammandements to doe them. Brethren, here are great things pre. 
miſcd,and we all deſire to have then, to live and proſper, and 


be evcr bleſſed, why, here is the way. to keep Covenant with 


God, 'me thinks all this ſhould much inflame the warldly maang 
affaFigns to entsr into, and keep Cavenant with God, ſceing 
fuch things xc promiſed to them that doe ſo, . . 

5. If We keep Conenaint with God, then God will keep Covenant 


with ws ; 16 we faulter with God, and breake Covenant with 


him, thea-will ke breake Covenant with us,and moſt jully may 
he doe ſo, Deut.7.12. /t ball come to paſſe, if ye will hearkents, 


theſe flarntes and 95. Nunc (the Articles of the Covenant on. 


our part to God ) and keep aud doe them : That then the Lord thy 
Ged ſpall keep nwte thee the Covenant, and the mercy Which he [ware 


nentae thy fat +, Det. 8.18. Thos ſhalt: remaenaber the Lard thy. 
Ged(what is it toremember God, but tothinke of our Corcnant 


of obedience to him, and doe it ? and marke what followes), 
T bat he meay eſtab lifh bis Covenant which be [mare wnto thy fathers, 


Sopſal.25.10, Al the paths of the Lord are mercy and truthi.c all. - 


the paſſages of his providence are out of love, for good, and ſhall 


ceitainly be made good, op rom - but ta whom * & /ach 
[4 


46 keep bis Covenant and hu T eſtirwonies, Brethren, would you bave 


God ta keep. Covenant with you? then {ce that you keep Cores - 


nant with bim.. F 
6... KnaW that Wuheſoever death keep Covenant with God, them 


will God owne tbr his peculiar oncs, Exad.19.5,6. Now. ther, . 
fore if yarwill obey may weice ingdeed,and keep my Covenant,thew- full 


x be a peculiar peeple tame above all peaple. Belaved,this 184 great 
mateer that God here promiles, That if we will weed key 


Covenant with bim, then we (hall bebis peculiar anes,as p 
beloved, as. highly eſteemed. of God, as a moſt choice trealureis. . 
of men, that God, the great Gad of Heavenrand Earth hauld (a: 


Jave;. elteeme and account oa map, a, peore, weake,martall,ſins- 


$4l-man, this is wonderfull ; yet this you fee he promilcth toalt 


that keep Covenant with him. 
7, Andfor the future God promiſes great manters, and. will cor 


tainly. make themall goodto all thoſe that keop-Covenant with: - 
Him ; they (ball bave Heaven, lite eternally imazediate comp, 


ep ke {{rvenant, and to theſe phat remember bij 
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manion with and a full fruitien of himſelfcy who is the only al* 
ſaſkcient, independent good, We have his owne:word for it, 
' Lav.26.11,1 2.20d he cannot deny himfeife. ;. Therefore « faith- 
ful man, that keepy Covenant withGod, is ahappy man, rich 
| "manindced ; not ſo much inre, as 1n fþe, ia a preſent pefi:Nlizn, 
asin fature reycriion, and fure promites ; God bimikite, Chriſt, 
Heaven, glory, life etcrnall, all is bis : If a anan;have a bond 
'of a rag tpn av > from ſure mcn, « we lay. and 
that truly, be is fo rich : fo afaithfull godly man, is-acrich-as- 
ifes, Hcaven andeternall life, yea God and:Ghrift, and 
all is big 3 awd therefore he cannot bur be aialt happy who ddth: - 
new in part, and (ball fully: cnj2y him who i8all in #ll IF.x man - 
had all the creatures,zll the gJory, pleaſute and comforts afthem 
all; yetthat all were nothing in compariſon of God, all with--- 
outhim copldnot content the minde of man, but God:bimdallc #. 
will fully Grisfc it, which reſults. from allihefvrmen,.;. |: 
8. .It will ao be 4 point of wiſedame to keep Covenant with Gnd, 
Deut 4:56. Behold [ have taught you Statmres and (2090104 
Articles of the Covenant betwixt God and us)keep rherfare and do- . 
thens, for this 14 your Wiſdome and your wnier ſtandongin the ſight of the 
Nations,S66, E 74yſinia df wyxhs, iran Ty Aajufartle dh eppue 


eqpirer 5 id ior 3% amefaerres e319], faith a* Father. Let aprotuiſe made: Grez. Noyians:» * 
by a yew or Covenant be perfc&ed by performance; for ibis the 2'4+33- 


part of faoles to taile. Oh ! my brethren, how ſhould the eonſfi- 
deratien of this to great and manifold geod'infla me our hearts 
tothis duty. That is the 4'»,motive, the beachit. - 

Eifthly, on the orher” par, ned) py ary nor 
lay upon the witfuclt breach of: ("avenant With od, God: is greatly 
difhonoured, Religion, the peace, fafety and welfare of the 
Land1s cxtreamely endangered, according tothegreatneſfe and 
denerallity of this ſine: ; for if one ſinmer deftrogerh nmch! good, 
what will a multitude, a million doc ? befidetheprivation of 
all-that perſonal! good fore-memtioncd, avd the poſitive dd- 
pleaſare and evils which God infiAs on, Covenant-breakers,. 
which oft-ntimes lights heavy on men in this world, in their 
name;ctates,badies,confciences. Sce Lev.26-15.8&c. and Dear; 
23.15. to 68, there: are 5:4:verfes together of Ln vn 
that God denounceth againſt Covenant-breakers,. ane of _ | 
Y W 
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DireRions to 
Further us ia 


+ Theduty, 


well ſet on by the hand of the Almighty is enough tobreakethy 
heare of the'ſtoateſt (inner, Ferem.1 1, 2;3, faith God, Hewe 
Je the words of tha Covenant : Thus ſaith the Lord, cup. 
ſed bee the wan that obejeth not the words of thu Cove. 
Mans. 


upon a mans {olfe only, but upoa others alſo many rimes, take 
oneinſtance/2. Sew. 21, beeauſe Saw! brake the Covenant which 
Faſorah: and T/Fack made with the Gibeonites at their firſt com- 
ming into/Canees; therefore God brought on all //rae/afamine 
inithe dayes ef Datd for three yeares together, There are di- 
vers 'things-remarkeable here, as r. This Covenant was made 
notwith //#4/; Gods owne people, but with the Gibeoniter, 
who were otherwiſc deſigned to deſtruction with the reſt of the 
( antannites, 2, It was not made in Saws owne perſon, but by 
his Predece(ſar; and that 3. above three hundred and 

yeafcy before Savw/ came to the" Kingdome, 4, It was witha 


good intention'in Sax,and ont of his zeale for the childrenof 1{-' 


rael and Judah,v,2. Yet God plagued all 1/rae/and Fudah with a 
famine for that breach of Covenanr,no lefſe then 3 yeares, yeare 
after yeare, The inference from hence1is cafic, that. every one 
may-fce what a grieveus thing it is to breake Covenant with 
Goed.:i Conſider all theſe things, weigh and ponder them 
well and ſeriouſly, and the Lord worke them on your hearts, 
aad make them «f:fuall to quicken you and mee to this 
duty. | 


who unfainedly dcliresand reſolves to keep Covenant with C 

let him hearkza to theſe dirc&ions following , which may 
through the bleſſing of Ged not alittle further him in the per- 
formance of this duty, 

1. Reſolve wpon it that it 5 a duty, and it muff be done, Cove- 
nants muſt be kept,and that you will ſet about it, and are reſolved 
to doc it ; Refolution-will carry a man on far, and help muck 
as mall worldly undertakings, ſo in fſpirituall, and where'a man 
isnot reſolved to goc on; every little matter will take hiav off 
That is the firſt, Fr 

| 2, 


CR — 


Neither doth breach of Covenant with God alwayes bring evil 


2. Now if there be any ſonle (that havingentred into Covenant | 
with God lately, and all that have formerly done it in Baptiſme) 
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” + 2..Kid the bear of a it's bak bofts, eſpecially of it's boſome | 


luſts, labour to empty the fſoule ef them. Our luſts are like 
unto. 'Sawpſens lockes, all the while Sampſon lockes were on, 
no. bonds would held him ; but when they were cut off he 
could caſily be bound 3 ſo here while our firong luſts remaine 
inoar hearts, no- bonds, no promiſes or Covenants will hold ns 
in obedfence to God. You may ſee this in the Jewes, Jerem, 42. 
2,3,3, They came to the Prophet, deſired him to aske counlcll 
of God for them, what he will hav= them to doe, and they 
promiſe: very folemnely to doe it, ver,5. and 6, They faid to 
leremy, The Lord be 4 true and faithfull Witneſſe betWeene 1, 
if we dee not according to all things fer the which the Lord th 
God ſhall ſend thee to us, Whether it be good, or Whether it Z 
evill, we will obey the woice of the Lord our God, to Whom we 
fend thee,” and \they. adde a rong reafon alſo why they, will doe 
fog; that #4. yay be, Well With us When we obey. the woire. of. the 
Lord our God, Yetthere was a boſome luſt in their hearts, and 
therefore when the Prophet from the Lord told them what 
thy Noni doc that it might be well with them, they "gol oth, 
alltheic former ſoleaane proteſtation wonld not bold, chap,43. 
3,3--T herefore labour to rid the heart of all baſe luſts, that. likea 
falſe byas in a bowle will draw afide from Gods Commande- 
ments. ; 

3» Know Where the power both to be rid of boſome luſts that 
hinder, and to keep Covenant with God is, and ſeeks it there 
where it is to be had, and that. is in. Jcfus Chriſt, all our {trength 
isin him, therc is no power «wn our elves, not {o much as ro thinks 
4 good thought of our ſelves as of our ſelves, 2 Cor.z.5, God u 
the frength of bu people, Tal, 28.8. and 37.39. *and he will give 
frrngtb wxto them, Plal-29:11, and 68,35, All the grace we 
have 13:from Che by his Spirit, and. all the obedience wedoe 
18 by vertue of his grace in us, inabling us : As Nth, all the 
ſtrength we ſhould have had, had Adam and we ſtood in him, 
was to be derived from him the firſt Adaw : fo now all the 
ſtrength a Chriſtian hath to doc God any ſervice is from Jclus 
Chriſt the ſecond Adam, by vertue of a new Covenant mages 
with us in him, 1t is not cnough to binde a\mans ſclfe in a bond 
_ of a hundred erathouſand pounds, the bond will not pay Be 
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| Gi with 
finneand Satan, and to inable his to doe valiantly, and tvs ' pro» | 


deb, or inable the obliged to Joe it; there muſt de aftocke of 1 


mony, a power and way to raiſe it, or it will never be done $/f6 
here,now all our ftrength is in Chriſt ; and therefore ay J«. 
ſephs brethren in their want, went to ++ whers Lerd of Eyyy, 
fo we muſt gee to Jeſus the Lord of the C 'L 0 


T his 4 his Office, he is the Prophet and King of his Chureh;2 | 
Prophet to teach us,and a King to rule in our hearts fy dpirit, 


to ſubduc ſinne and 1nable to holincfle ; therefore 


ved pifts te give unto men, Plal.68,18. and Ephef.4.8, Therefore : 


if difordered lufts ſtirre jn the ſoule goe to Chriſt the King ; & 
when there are difordered perfons in a Kingdeme, we goeto 
the Magiſtrate to puniſh and curbe them, fo goe to Chriſt for 
power againſt them, and for power to dee daty, to keep Coye- 
nant. | | | 
And as you looks t5'Chriftt Office with arr cye of faith; 
4 promiſe, be hath promifed to ſubdae'oar ane 


miſcjsconfirmed by an oath, Heb,6.17,18.and 9:20, theretofe 
FA be \ 


' fearenqt'to ſpeed. 


© 4: Exereiſe the abilities you have received wlreaty, und te 
will increaſe md grow greater, as we uſe to ſay, uſe leggs + 


- have leggs, uſe ſtrength and have ftrength : fo nſe that little. 


abllity you haye from, him, and God will give more, 7's hiw 
that hath Rlall 'be given, Mat.25.29, Doe as well as you can, 
attie intondit habiturs fi nervoſe fit, the a& inercaſeththe habit 


_ at#facaliy of doing, if the power we have be-put out in ating, 


F ay therefore to you as David to Stomen,r Chron. 22:16, Ariſe 


- and be doing,and'the Lord will be with you, by 
From reaſons for God againſt finne,, Satan &e, forthe 


6 5, "Get 
trag Religion again(f Popery a Innorations,&c. for 


mkefſe the judgement be clearly convinced, the heart will never 
come fully ef and much lefſe goe en evenly and conſtantly in 


"the duty ; and therefore pe firong reeſons why God muſt be - 


belceved, loved, feared, obeyed aboveall: ſo why fime muſt 
be left and abhorred, why this Religion muſt be embraced, pro» 


- ſtd, practiſed; juſtified, defended, and not Papiſtry, or any 


other Religion, and'ſo for all other things proteſted, 
26. Rewew your graces, as faith, repontance,ang love often = 


—wophs ee teeguAd do aC BDoucacg = 


T, Faith, 
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| 77, Fath, for ever the foule finds it true by experience, that 
with increaſcth or declineth, fo doth obedience. 

3, Renew Repemtance,or ſorrow forfſinne and former failings, 
'often : To ſinne once is too often, but to repent, ſorrow for it 
| qury timedis lirtle enough; The oftner we renew onr repen» 
tanceand ſorrow for our failings and breaches of Coyenanr, the 
preater will be our ſorrow, and the more our carc to keep Cove- 


p 


| nant; and feare to offend for the future. | 


+4, ReneW alſo your love to God and Jef Chriſt : The more love 
to God and goodnefic, the more: ſtrength and readinefſe in the 
ſoule to obey God. 


thedeceitfull heart and taſts draw it not afide ont of the way 
of Gods Commandements, Every man hath a deceitfull-and 

dembling heart, that is ever ready to diflemble with God and 
tereive it ſelfe : 1f any man hath a better ht-of hirsſclfe, 
t#is fo mnch the worlſle'for that —__y nd therefore have 
aneye to the Covenant, and looke to thine owne heart alſo,that 
it deceive thee not, and cauſe thee to behave thy ſelfe falſly in 
thy Covenant. 

-"$, Keep wnder 4 powerfull Miniſtery and be fre in the ufe 
of all Gods perf ages and religions duties, It is che memneGod 
hath. appointed to keep men in the good way 'of obedience 
SOL Commundemerts. In2 Chron.1 5. wereade that eve- 
by thing was out of order, and there was 'nv regard of the 
aw 'ot God or man, and the' reaſon is, ver. 3. berauſe Ifracl 
wat Withont a tearhing Prieft '(dumbe S'-Fobns, it may bezthey 
lid enough) but there was no teaching miniſtery, to inſtruRt, 
dire and n= — duty, and —_—_— a to 

convey grace is Ordinances, to inable them to God; 
| for the teaching Miniſter is an inſtrument, by whoſe labours in 
the word, God is pleaſed to worke grace inthe hearts of his peo- 
ple, oppo they — to _ 

The. Miniſtery 0 Word, reading the Scriptiires, pray- 
er, &c, obs feed of the ſoule, Now he that will _—_ 


deable to worke mult cate : ſo he that will have ſtrengthito.dee 


duties acceptably and keep Covenant with God, muſt be fre- 
G quent 


- "tn," Set wp 4 ſpirituall Warch in the ſoule over thine owne heart, Jer. 17.9.6 
eſpecially againſt the luſts to which thou art moſt prone, that 41:3,4,0,70 


With 43-2,3- * 
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Heb 3.13. 


A this bread -of life ; and theretobe brethren chat 


ent im the uſe of Gods Ordinances 2 The ſoule 


ogg n+p Iggy fre Be 
God, live 2 iwiſtery , t and 
confciomable in the ufe of it and. all other /meanes of grac 
Let me exhort you as the did Elias, Up and cat, { 
doc you fecd with favour and dclight upon the ord, $4 
craments,&c.. j , 
9. Moe your ſelves often of the (ovenant, thinke fri 
onlly. with your {elves what. you baye done, and how decp» 
ly you have engaged your ſclves to God, and works it an 
your hearts, that it may take a deep on 
rits, that it may never be - for if it be forgotten 
(zboogh never fo folemncly-made) it will be broken ; Theres 
orc brethren minde your elves of your duty, nd okien 
member one another, exhort one another, This will be of. 
good uſc alſo : Mcn keep in minde their Reat-dayes, 
of payment , and will imes put. others in minde 4 


my 


leaft they rmiſſe and forfeit ; and ſo ſheuld we doe, leaſt we 
7” 0 ver an d hers 
Laſtly, pray often and earnefily, and get ot to 
you alle, a+ a one for mike, Se did David & him 
ſolfe, P/al.86. 11, Trach me thy Way, O. Lord, I Will wt. 
pany "pn cone angina Name, And Paine 
119;36. incline my wnto thy T effimeenies, So ve 
— Alfo = ethers, then. when he agrex 
willingnefſe in peoples ſpirits, hee prayes, verle 18, © 
Lord God of Abraham, Ifaac, a»d of Iſrael owr Fathers, keep 
tm for ever wn. the imagination of the thoughts of the heart of- 
thy prople, and prepare thair hearts unto thee, So pray. T allo for 


7 I 


p 


. you, cyen for eyery ons that hath ſome good reſolutions; 


and 1s in his heart rag to. keep Covcnant with God, 
The Lord kerpe this for eycr in the imagination of the 
thoughts of your hearts , and prepare your hcarts to him. 
This. God hath promiſed, Fer. 32. 39,40. Pay cn vs there 
is great ground for prayer, New we know that faithfull pray« 
er will availo- mach if it be fervent, mes 5.16, the pro- 
aiſc is maze to it, and it is. the works of Gods owneSpi- 
| n8.- 


